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Thanks to the single largest cash contribution in the
College’s history, Elizabethtown broke ground April 21 on

the most extensive phase of the new state-of-the-art Masters
Center for Science, Mathematics and Engineering. The project
—which is expected to be completed in fall 2007—will add
33,000 square feet of science classrooms, modern laboratories
and research facilities that are essential for a 21st-century 
science education. 

According to College President Theodore Long, the
Masters Center will further strengthen the College’s position
as one of the nation’s top comprehensive colleges. “Through
this new center, generations of science and engineering stu-
dents will receive a cutting-edge education. Our exceptional
faculty now will have the superior tools and facilities they
need to prepare students for the challenges and opportunities
of the 21st century,” says Long. “We are deeply humbled by
and grateful for the generosity of those who have helped this
project become a reality.”

Harrisburg philanthropist and civil engineer Frank M.
Masters Jr., who became involved with the College as a result
of his position on the board of Gretna Music, made his historic
gift of $4 million to the Center in part because of his passion
for the sciences and his commitment to education. At the
groundbreaking, Masters credited his appreciation of nature, of
music and of the English language to his parents, both of whom

were self-educated, and memorialized the gift in their honor. 
In response to Masters’ gift, the College’s Board of Trustees 

and the To Serve Tomorrow campaign executive committee
approved an increase in the overall campaign goal from $35
million to $40 million and extended the length of the cam-
paign to complete the fundraising effort for the building. 

Included in this phase is the new Lyet Wing for
Biological Sciences, which was
named for Dr. J. Paul Lyet III ’69
by his mother, emeritus trustee
Dorothy Lyet H’95. This wing 
will be home to the College’s 
biology program, which has grown
by more than 20 percent over 
the past 15 years. An integrated 
building façade, to be constructed
in this phase of the project, will
join the new wing with Musser
and Esbenshade halls.

In designing the $19-million
Masters Center, the architects
from Marshall Craft and
Associates worked with faculty
and the College’s Facilities
Management and Construction
Department to develop a construc-
tion plan that effectively revital-
ized and incorporated existing 
science laboratories and classroom
space and achieved program needs
at modest cost. When completed,
the project will renovate more than 95,000 square feet of sci-
ence classroom and laboratory space, in addition to constructing
the new academic space planned in this phase.

The firm created a building design that features techno-
logically advanced classrooms and laboratories that will sup-
port an investigative and “hands-on” learning environment.
Each department will be provided with more quality space,

specifically designed 
to enhance the learn-
ing experience. These
new surroundings will
enable faculty not only
to teach students
about scientific theory,
but also help them
develop the problem-
solving, analytical and
team-building skills
that will lay the foun-
dation for a successful
professional life. In the
new laboratory space,
faculty will have the

flexibility to explore broader opportunities for interdisciplinary
research and project work in cutting-edge science arenas, such
as robotics, neural networks, cybernetics and rehabilitation
engineering. The new facility also will offer the potential for
additional applied research opportunities and internships
through partnerships with regional manufacturing companies
and medical centers.
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This phase of the project will include construction of the Lyet Wing for Biological Sciences, which was named for
Dr. J. Paul Lyet III ’69 (third from left) by his mother, emeritus trustee Dorothy Lyet H’95, who are shown above
with President Long (left) and Board of Trustees Chairman David Hosler ’72 (right).

At the groundbreaking, President Long said
that the Masters Center will strengthen the
College’s position as one of the nation’s top
comprehensive colleges.

Supporters, faculty chairs, senior College officials, trustees and construction partners joined together in breaking ground on the new Masters Center for Science,
Mathematics and Engineering.

Frank M. Masters Jr., shown here with President Theodore Long, made his
historic gift of $4 million to the Center in part because of his passion for
the sciences and his commitment to education.
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Elizabethtown Celebrates 200 Years of Service
by Tiffany Edwards ’06

Elizabethtown College recently celebrated the contributions 
of eight retiring faculty and staff members: Interim Dean 

of College Life Gordon Bateman, Visiting Associate Professor
of Engineering and Director of Engineering Programs David
Ferruzza, Facilities Management’s Betty Frye, Secretary to the
Dean of College Life Patricia Hoffman, Cashier Nancy 
Kauffman, Associate Professor of Economics Maurice Hoppie,
Director of the Center for Global Citizenship and former
Provost and Dean of Faculty Ron McAllister, Professor of
Chemistry John Ranck, and Associate Professor of Chemistry
Ray Reeder. Together, they served this institution almost 
200 years.

Starting his retirement a year later than planned to serve as
interim dean of College Life, Gordon Bateman filled a variety
of positions during his 38 years at Elizabethtown. In addition
to his current role, he also was director of Residence Life,
director of Financial Aid, dean of admissions and enrollment
management and associate dean of College Life. From these
various vantage points, Bateman witnessed the evolution of
the College and experienced the opening of the financial aid
offices in Zug. He particularly enjoyed the interaction with
students during this important time in their lives. 

Bateman is looking forward to retirement, but says that
he isn’t “going cold turkey” because he plans to work part-
time during his first year. He is looking forward to doing more
volunteer work, spending time with his daughter and grand-
child, and traveling. The best part of his freer schedule will 
be the ability to drop everything to help those in need. 

Visiting Associate Professor of Engineering and Director
of Engineering Programs David Ferruzza has been at Elizabeth-
town for 22 years. When he became a full-time professor in
1990, he was asked to help “build the Physics Department.”
The department has grown from only a few students to approx-
imately 75 today. His personal mission has national implica-
tions: “To educate the next generation of scientists and 
engineers.” Ferruzza’s greatest joys have been mentoring 
students and helping them become competitive in the next
steps of their life.  

During his retirement, he will miss the daily contact with
students. “You don’t realize how inspirational they can be,” he

says. Ferruzza plans to take six months off “to
reflect” and plan how to use his time. He will
teach an Honors Meteorology class at Elizabeth-
town in spring 2007.

Fifteen years ago, Betty Frye started working
on the night shift in the Facilities Department. 
On May 3, she began her retirement. Betty is
looking forward to time to relax and do things 
she enjoys—like sewing, shopping and spending
time with her three children. In the future, she
plans to work part-time at Masonic Village 
at Elizabethtown.

Patricia Hoffman started her Elizabethtown
career 26 years ago working for one year on a fundraising cam-
paign. She then moved to the Career Development Center
and finally to the Office of the Dean of College Life. Hoffman
says that retiring is a “bittersweet experience,” and she will
miss all those with whom she worked and the students, who
gave her energy. 

During her retirement, Hoffman looks forward to not
being on a schedule. She plans to do a lot of the things that
she hasn’t been able to do, such as traveling and spending
time with her four grandchildren. She also hopes to have 
time for reading and volunteer work. 

Ron McAllister—director of the Center for Global
Citizenship, professor of Sociology and Peace and Conflict
Studies, and president of Brethren Colleges Abroad—will
retire after nine years at Elizabethtown. He considers himself
fortunate to have been able to work on projects integral to 
the success of the College, including the 1998 strategic plan,
the creation of the Center for Global Citizenship and the
campus master plan, which includes the Hoover Center for
Business and the Masters Center for Science, Mathematics
and Engineering. 

In June, McAllister and his wife will move to Maine to
join their children and grandchildren. He plans to work on
some writing projects and improve his command of foreign
languages so he can travel abroad with greater ease. 

During his 43-year career, Professor of Chemistry John
Ranck has appreciated watching the College grow. Of his

early years at Elizabethtown, he remembers taking his students
to Millersville University to use the computers to complete
experiments and projects because he wanted them to have
this competitive advantage upon graduation. Among Ranck’s
fondest memories are the 1994 and 2002 semester-long, 
study-abroad experiences that he led to Copenhagen. He 
considers one of his greatest accomplishments to be his work
with fellow retiree David Ferruzza on the expansion of the
Engineering Department. 

During retirement, Ranck plans to build 18th century
colonial furniture in his newly constructed wood shop. He
also plans to travel internationally and read books from his
home library.  

During his 39 years at Elizabethtown, Associate Professor
of Chemistry Ray Reeder has come full circle: starting as a
faculty member in the Chemistry Department, then helping
with the launch of the Center for Continuing Education and
Distance Learning, serving as interim dean of faculty and then
returning to teaching chemistry. He most enjoyed the daily
interaction with “good people”—faculty, staff and students—
whom he sorely will miss after retirement. He also will miss
the tools and instrumentation that he worked with every day.

Reeder looks forward to deciding day-to-day what he
wants to do and being able to stick with a project until it’s 
finished. He also plans to do some volunteer work, as well as
travel in his airplane with his wife.

President Theodore Long (far right) congratulates many of this year’s retirees, including (front
row, l–r) Patricia Hoffman, Betty Frye, (second row, l–r) David Ferruzza, John Ranck, Maurice
Hoppie, Ray Reeder and Ron McAllister. Missing from the photo are Gordon Bateman and
Nancy Kauffman.

Jacob Miller ’65 and his wife Arlene Thomas Miller ’65 are
enjoying retirement in the Jackson Township (Pa.) farm that

has been in the Miller family since 1804. A beautiful and last-
ing reminder of his family’s history and Brethren heritage, the
farm is still active after more than 200 consecutive years with
five generations of Millers. In 2005, it was one of only 30 in
the Commonwealth to be recognized as a Bicentennial Farm
by the Pennsylvania Department of Agriculture.

Jacob and Arlene lovingly restored this treasure—down
to the folding doors that were used in the days that the farm-
house also served as a Brethren meeting house, when the
Millers’ ancestors welcomed other families that shared their
faith for worship and prayer. According to Jacob, they under-
took the restoration project with the help of “the same hands
that built the Young Center for Anabaptist and Pietist
Studies,” the company owned by former Elizabethtown
College trustee Edward Nace. 

Considering his surroundings, it’s not surprising to learn
of Jacob’s love of history. “The more that we know about our
past, the better we understand ourselves in the present,” he
explains. He says that it is his interest in “both family and
Church” history that is motivating his continuing support 
of the Young Center.

Jacob enjoys researching family genealogy and has trav-
eled overseas with Dr. Donald Durnbaugh, considered the 
preeminent scholar of the Brethren experience in both Europe
and America, on his 1995 Brethren Heritage tour of Europe.
The Millers’ connection with Durnbaugh can be traced back
to their days at Elizabethtown College, when Arlene studied
in Strasbourg, France, through the Brethren Colleges Abroad
program, while the program was under the scholar’s leadership. 

Jacob fondly remembers the tour
as “eye-opening.” “Don provided an
enlightening trip through the thick
history of the Brethren in Europe and
the early United States,” he recalls.
“Every day, he would hand out copious
notes of what you would see. I am
saddened that I won’t be able to
travel there again with him in 2008
for the 300th anniversary of the
Church.” Of his memories of the
experience, his favorites are of Schwartzenau, Germany.
There, the tour group visited holy and historic sites, tracing
the history of the early Brethren who were sometimes impris-
oned, stripped of their belongings or put to death because of
their beliefs. Everyone on the tour also had the opportunity
to stay overnight with a local family to take in more of the
cultural experience.

Jacob’s interest in learning has led him to study at a num-
ber of places during his life. After finishing high school, he
spent a year working on the farm and began taking night
courses. Jacob then joined the Brethren Volunteer Service for
two years, during which he worked with the Sioux Indians in
Rapid City, S.D., and continued his studies there. After
returning, he completed an associate’s degree at York College. 

As the son of a non-salaried Brethren minister and mem-
ber of the Elizabethtown College Board of Trustees, it seems
only natural that Jacob also would study here at the College.
Jacob enrolled at Elizabethtown College in 1963. During the
next two years, he earned his bachelor’s degree in sociology
and psychology and had the great fortune to meet Arlene.

Several years later, the Millers again would study together,
both earning their master’s degree— she in French and he 
in social work—from West Virginia University.

After graduating from Elizabethtown, he “was blessed
with” a 30-year career at the Pennsylvania Department of
Welfare, gradually being promoted through a series of progres-
sively more responsible positions. He retired from the state in
1995 as executive director of the York Welfare Office. 

Over the years, Jacob has filled leadership positions with
a variety of organizations. He served on the board of the
Bethany Theological Seminary and on the Elizabethtown
College Board of Trustees from 1983 until 1990, at one
point serving as vice chairman.

Jacob and Arlene continue to be involved with the
College today through their support of its programs, particu-
larly the Young Center.



The Transformative Power of Fiction

Speaking to a standing-room-only audience during an evening lecture in Leffler Chapel and 
Performance Center, Azar Nafisi—award-winning author of the bestselling “Reading Lolita in

Tehran: A Memoir in Books”—reflected on the transformative power of fiction. “The alternative eye 
of fiction helps us find the extraordinary in the face of the ordinary,” she said. “If you dare to go into
that world like Alice did, your reward will be Wonderland.”

Nafisi is a visiting professor and the director of the School of Advanced International Studies
(SAIS) Dialogue Project at the Foreign Policy Institute of Johns Hopkins University in Washington, D.C.
Previously, she taught at the University of Tehran, the
Free Islamic University and Allameh Tabatabai, earning
national respect and international recognition for advo-
cating on behalf of Iran’s intellectuals, youth and espe-
cially young women. After her lecture, Nafisi was joined
by Professor of Business and Director of International
Business Hossein Varamini and Assistant Professor of
English Suzanne Webster for further discussion.
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While Professor of International Studies Wayne Selcher admits that 
his introduction to computer use only came in 1996, he says that

he quickly recognized the applications of this tool for international stud-
ies. Leading the academic pack on this topic since that time, Selcher 
single-handedly maintains the World Wide Web Virtual Library of
International Affairs Resources. Ranked as one of the most popular
research libraries of its kind by Foreign Policy magazine and by Science
Search, Selcher’s Web site—located at www2.etown.edu/vl/—has been
visited by almost half a million unique visitors and has averaged more
than 230 visitors per day since September 2000. This virtual library also
ranks very high in search engine results, using common search terms for
international studies topics.

At the time he began his journey on the World Wide Web, Selcher
had been publishing work about Brazilian foreign policy and politics for
nearly 30 years. His most difficult challenge then was competing with
faculty from large research universities like Princeton and Harvard who
had access to much more extensive research libraries. “Obviously, they
had a few advantages,” says Selcher. “It was about this time that more
and more solid sources on international affairs became available on 
the Internet.” 

Seeing an opportunity, Selcher first went online in November 1997
with a very primitive Web site of recommended academic sources on
international affairs. A novel concept at the time, the site quickly grew
in popularity. Over the years, Selcher has volunteered hundreds of hours
of his personal time every year to grow the site with quality resources
and accurate annotations. A testament to his success, the Web site
became part of the World Wide Web Virtual Library System in February
1999. Today, the site has more than 2,600 annotated links to high-quality
sources of information, which were selected for their long-term value. 

Selcher says that some in academia are slow to accept the Internet.
“The information culture is changing rapidly regarding inputs, use and
access,” he explains. “Yet, somewhat as was the case when teachers of
mathematics in the mid-1970s resisted the use of hand calculators by
students, professors are rather suspicious and slow to accept the Internet
as a valid and rich resource of information and analysis in international
affairs. I’m certain that in five years these professors will be rolled over
by change.” 

As the Internet grows in acceptance, he believes that it is impor-
tant for professors to help their students develop the ability to judge the
value of socio-politically oriented Internet sites. Selcher has incorporated
an exercise in his Comparative Politics course to work with students on
these skills. “When you use the Internet for research, you must have
tremendous patience,” he says. “I tell my students that a short attention
span is a character defect for a researcher. This ‘jump, jump, jump’ men-
tality means that they miss a lot of good stuff.” Additionally, Selcher
prepares course and International Business guides for proper academic
Internet use for his students—which are available through his professo-
rial Web site at http://users.etown.edu/s/selchewa/home/—and conducts
workshops on that topic for his classes and for those of other professors. 

When asked what motivates him to continue to put in the hours
necessary to maintain the virtual library, he simply says that it’s fun.
“When I was younger, I used to collect postage stamps from around the
world and listen to foreign shortwave radio. This is just another way of
doing that,” he explains. “When I’m working on the library I feel like
I’m at an outpost on the world. People send me their research and ask
me questions. And, for a while, we share information about a subject
that we both love.”
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Wayne Selcher: Promoting
Acceptability of Quality
Internet Research

Professor of International Studies Wayne Selcher—shown here on the Pacific Coast 
of Costa Rica during his 2006 spring break short-term study-abroad experience—has
opened an “outpost on the world” through his internationally recognized World Wide
Web Virtual Library of International Affairs Resources.

Celebrating the Sciences at Elizabethtown
Elizabethtown is meeting the challenge of providing our students with an education
that prepares them for the dynamic work environment of the 21st century. Our suc-
cess is attributable to many—our faculty, our administration, our staff, our supporters
and our students.  

On April 21, the College took an important step for our science, mathematics
and engineering disciplines when it broke ground on the Masters Center for Science,
Mathematics and Engineering. This issue highlights and celebrates the accomplishments of the seven disci-
plines that will make their home in the Masters Center. Through stories about the faculty-student research
that is a hallmark of an Elizabethtown education and some about the accomplishments of our alumni who
have used their knowledge to advance their field and to benefit others, we hope to give you a small glimpse
of the kind of heart and intellectual curiosity that makes Elizabethtown and all those who study here stand
out among the rest.

Please let me know how we’re doing by contacting College Relations at (717) 361-1410 or 
magazine@etown.edu.

Kindest regards,

Lori F. Hixon
Director of College Relations

Photographs by JTS Photography
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C L A S S Notes

A L U M N I  R E L AT I O N S Events

C A M P U S News 

S P O R T S News 

Urban Service-Learning Growing at Elizabethtown

Over the past decade, Elizabethtown College has experi-
enced remarkable growth in its service-learning programs.

Through the efforts of Associate Professor of Social Work Jill
Bartoli and Associate Professor of Social Work Vivian Bergel,
Elizabethtown’s students are finding broader, more diverse
opportunities to build their understanding of their chosen 
discipline and the world around them through urban service-
learning opportunities and projects that faculty members are
incorporating in their courses.

In 1998, Bergel and Bartoli launched an effort to introduce
College students to fieldwork experiences in urban settings as
part of courses in urban education and social work. According
to Bergel, they considered this effort foundational to the 
students’ education. “We wanted our students to get some expe-
rience in these settings, knowing that they couldn’t truly under-
stand what they were learning in the classroom until they had
experienced it in the field,” she says. “The students responded
so well to the experience that we broadened the effort to every
foundation class in the social work major in 2000.” 

With this expansion, students from other majors began to
experience first-hand the value of these programs. According
to Bartoli, it’s the setting that makes these programs particu-
larly unique and valuable. “Ours is more of an intercultural
experience,” she explains. “We are trying to get them to think
seriously about other economic, racial and cultural groups
than those with whom they normally come in contact.”

To meet demand, the two faculty members broadened
their agency contact list and Bartoli began organizing open
houses each semester to enable students to meet and learn
about the organizations before choosing one of them for their
urban service-learning experience. It was at such an open

house that first-year psychology major Tiphane Purnell con-
nected with Frank Albrecht, McCaskey High School’s facilita-
tor of student support services, and the REACH program. 

REACH is an after-school peer leadership and support
group that is designed to increase students’ quality of life,
teach them to peacefully resolve relationship issues and help
improve their self-esteem and grades. Purnell began working
with the program during fall semester as part of a requirement
for her first-year seminar to do 20 hours of urban service-
learning. And, she continued with the program her second
semester just because she enjoyed everything about it. 

“I love the students, some of whom are struggling with
issues related to their environment, family and friends,” says
Purnell, who hopes to be a physician for inner-city children
someday. “So many of them have such special gifts. And,
through this program, I help them find their light and bring 
it out.” Purnell plans to return to the program next year.

Albrecht says that students like Purnell are making a 
real difference for these children. “I really appreciate the efforts
of Elizabethtown’s students. They really have committed 
themselves to our young people,” he says. “I’ve seen situations
in which they have helped these kids turn the corner and 
gain hope.”

In addition, service-learning is expanding as more and
more faculty members add service requirements in their courses.
As faculty liaison for service-learning, Bergel—in collabora-
tion with Director of Service-Learning and Civic Programs
Nancy Valkenburg—helps these faculty members identify
contacts with local and urban nonprofits that could provide
service opportunities. 

It was fall 2005 when R. Scott Chamberlain ’06 began
working with Brittany’s Hope—a nonprofit foundation dedi-
cated to aiding and facilitating the adoptions of special needs
children from around the world—as part of a service-learning
assignment in Assistant Professor of Marketing Bryan Green-
berg’s marketing class. Working with Darren DeAngelis ’06
and Ashley Olson ’06, Chamberlain developed a marketing
campaign—including promotional materials and advertising
concepts—for the nonprofit. For their efforts, Chamberlain
and his partners recently were awarded the Fondren-Miller
Advertising Award by Elizabethtown’s Department of Business.

“This experience was particularly beneficial to me
because I got to work one-on-one with someone who already
was very successful in managing a foundation,” he explains. 
“It allowed me to communicate my ideas and to hear con-
structive criticism about them. It’s great to be able to apply
what I’ve learned in a real-world setting.” 

As with Purnell, this service-learning experience turned
into a long-term relationship for Chamberlain, as he continued
to work with the organization after his marketing class ended.

Gift Creates Unique Elizabethtown College Advocacy
Program for International Children

To inspire young adults to serve special children worldwide, 
Candace and David Abel—co-founders of Brittany’s Hope

Foundation—made a $100,000 commitment to Elizabethtown
College to endow the Brittany’s Hope International
Humanitarian Service Program for Children. Reflective of the
Abels’ and the College’s commitment to service, this program
will provide support for students who wish to combine a
semester-long, study-abroad experience with an opportunity 
to provide humanitarian service to needy children worldwide. 

For Brittany’s Hope Director Candace Abel—a 2002
graduate of Elizabethtown’s Social Work program and a member
of the College’s Board of Trustees—this program is responsive
to the Foundation’s mission of educating the next generation
of child advocates. “Brittany’s Hope is excited about getting
behind this program because it shapes the future of interna-
tional children’s advocacy,” says Abel, who has personally
been volunteering globally for more than two decades.
“Providing for the immediate needs of foreign orphans is not
enough to address this international crisis long-term. We also
must open the eyes and hearts of tomorrow’s child advocates
and educate them through personal experiences like those
created in the Brittany’s Hope International Humanitarian
Service Program for Children.”

Through the College’s active partnership with Brethren
Colleges Abroad (BCA), Elizabethtown will create study-
abroad experiences at BCA’s 16 locations in Latin America,
Europe and East Asia. In addition to providing an opportunity
to take courses at an accredited academic institution in another
country, the experience also will incorporate a service compo-
nent that helps less-fortunate children in nearby orphanages,
schools or other social service organizations. Prior to the
experience, students will be provided cultural training specific
to the country in which they will study and serve. 

According to College President Theodore Long, this
program advances Elizabethtown’s distinctive approach to
global citizenship. “Through a combined international and
service-learning experience, our students will develop a
broader, deeper perspective of the value of lives of service
now and for life, both here in the United States and around
the world,” says Long. “We are grateful for this generous gift,
which will allow more of our students to learn and be
enriched by an international service experience.”

Formed in spring 1999, Brittany’s Hope is a nonprofit
foundation dedicated to aiding and facilitating the adoptions
of special needs children from around the world.

This year, R. Scott Chamberlain ’06 enjoyed a rewarding service-learning
experience with Brittany’s Hope. He is shown here with (l–r) Jocelyn
Robertson ’06, treasurer of the Marketing Club; Candace Abel ’02,
Elizabethtown College trustee and Brittany’s Hope director and founder;
Jennifer Bobbin ’07, president of the Marketing Club; and Dawn Brocious,
volunteer and recipient family coordinator for Brittany’s Hope.

Colleges Partner to 
Fight Homelessness
by Audra Farren ’09

Committed to Habitat for Humanity’s mission of eliminat-
ing poverty housing and homelessness from the world,

Elizabethtown College’s chapter of the organization worked
with student groups from Franklin & Marshall College and
Millersville University to renovate a home in Lancaster, Pa.
Through this combined effort, the Elizabethtown club con-
tinued a 15-year tradition of providing housing for those in
need in central Pennsylvania. 

“Three years ago, the idea of a tri-college build was
brought to the attention of the three colleges’ chapters,”
states Lauren Seachrist, co-president of Elizabethtown’s
Habitat for Humanity club. “At the beginning of each
semester, the three colleges sit down and plan out a sched-
ule.” Their planning has been extremely successful. Two
years ago, the combined student organizations completed
work on a $40,000 house in Emerald Valley. Half of the
funding for this effort came directly from the clubs, with the
remainder contributed by the Habitat Rebuild Store via the
Lancaster Area Habitat for Humanity, the clubs’ affiliate. 

“This year, we chose to build again,” says Seachrist.
Their recent project—a $30,000 reconstruction project
located in downtown Lancaster—was financed equally 
by the three student organizations. In addition to support-
ing the project through fundraising, club members also 
gave their time. Every month, each Habitat for Humanity
club spent two Saturdays working at the site. One of those
Saturdays was a designated work day for all three colleges 
and the remaining weekends were designated individually 
to each college. 

Director of the Center for Global Citizenship Ron
McAllister—who was the club’s advisor—believes that
this student organization meshes well with the Center’s 
combined emphasis of service-learning and peacemaking.
Inspired to see support for Habitat for Humanity growing 
on campus, he reports, “More people were prepared to go
help build the house in Lancaster than we could accommo-
date.” McAllister appreciates these cooperative projects
because he believes that houses go up more quickly and that
a positive reflection of Elizabethtown students spreads farther
as a result. 

Habitat International has built more than 200,000 houses
around the world, providing more than a million people in
more than 3,000 communities with safe, decent, affordable
shelter. The organization has more than 900 student chapters
in 35 countries. By engaging the imagination and energy of
almost 13,000 students, these chapters have raised more than
$2 million to fight homelessness around the world.

Lauren Seachrist ’06 (back row, third from left) and Nicole Danbury ’06 
(front row, right) led the College’s Habitat for Humanity club. The two
Elizabethtown students are shown here with the homeowners and represen-
tatives of the Lancaster Area Habitat for Humanity at the site of their recent
reconstruction project.



Hiu-Wah Au, fine and performing arts (FAPA), presented 
a joint piano recital with Adam Ricci, who is a faculty

member at the University of North Carolina at Greensboro.
Gene Ann Behrens, music therapy, co-presented “Clinical

Applications of Quantitative Research” and “Developing
Clinical Research Studies” at the Mid-Atlantic Regional Music
Therapy Conference.

Vivian Bergel, social work, co-presented “Making Success-
ful Collaborative Connections between the Classroom and the
Field in School Social Work Practicums” at the annual program
meeting of the School Social Work Association of America.

Mahua Bhattacharya, modern languages, presented
“Promoting Learner Autonomy: Reflections on a Study-Abroad
Program to Japan” at the 21st Annual Conference of the
Southeastern Association Teachers of Japanese.

E. Douglas Bomberger, FAPA, wrote a chapter of “Sound
in the Land: Essays on Mennonites and
Music.” His review of “The Virtuoso
Liszt” was published in Notes: Quarterly
Journal of the Music Library
Association. He also presented papers
at the annual conference of the Society
for American Music and of the
American Musicological Society.

Diane Bridge, Jane Cavender,
Jonathon Coren, Tom Murray and
Debra Wohl, biology, presented at the
82nd Annual Meeting of the Pennsylvania Academy of Science.

David Brown, history, reviewed “The Meaning of Indepen-
dence: John Adams, George Washington and Thomas Jefferson”
for Historian magazine.

Jonathon Coren, biology, presented “The Promise, Ethics
and Politics of Embryonic Stem Cell Research” at two 
local churches. 

David Downing, English, offered insight on C.S. Lewis 
and “The Chronicles of Narnia” in the Chicago Tribune, The
Washington Times and The Patriot-News. “Into the Wardrobe:
C.S. Lewis and the Chronicles of Narnia,” which received sev-
eral favorable reviews, was translated into Korean, Polish and
Italian. An Italian edition of “The Most Reluctant Convert”
also was released. Downing has essays on C. S. Lewis’s fiction
in the scholarly collections “Beyond Aslan” and “Lion and
Logos,” the later of which will be released soon. 

David Eller, Young Center, gave a lecture on the Love Feast
ritual observed by German Pietist groups. He also offered com-
ments on Civilian Public Service for
the PBS show “History Detectives.” 

Milton Friedly, FAPA, exhibited
his cast and welded bronze sculptures at
the Susquehanna Art Museum’s Doshi
Gallery for Contemporary Art. His
bronze sculptures “Fly Ball” and
“Single” were selected for inclusion in
the exhibition “Top of the 9th - The
Art of Baseball” at the George Krevsky
Gallery of San Francisco, Calif.

Tamara Gillis, communications, edited and contributed 
to “The IABC Handbook of Organizational Communication: 
A Guide to Internal Communication,
Public Relations, Marketing and
Leadership.” Gillis also offered crisis
communications insight in the
Middletown Press & Journal.

Paul Gottfried, political science,
authored “Dodging the Multicultural
Bullet” for The American Spectator
and “Armies of the Right” for The
American Conservative. He also wrote
about a dozen entries for and his work
was the subject of an intellectual history entry in “American
Conservatism: An Encyclopedia.” 

DeLana Honaker, occupational therapy, will be the
keynote speaker for the Kentucky Occupational Therapy
Association Conference. She will present research on sensory
integration for children with learning differences and Autism
Spectrum Disorders.

Conrad Kanagy, sociology/anthropology, was featured in
the Strasburg Weekly News and the Lancaster Sunday News.
He also was interviewed about the national Church Member
Profile survey by the Mennonite Weekly Review.

April Kelly-Woessner, political science, presented testimony
before the Pennsylvania House Select Committee on

Academic Freedom on her research on the impact of professor
bias in the classroom. Her study was published in the trade
journal PS: Political Science and Politics and was covered
extensively by media outlets across the state and in the
Chronicle of Higher Education.

John Kokolus, CCEDL, conducted a two-day review of 
a Philadelphia area college.

Donald Kraybill, Young Center, was featured on Good
Morning America, in the Wall Street Journal, and in a variety
of other publications on the topic of the Amish and medical
costs. He offered comments in the Madison Press about 
the growth of Amish population and economic standards. 
The Milwaukee Business Journal featured his comments on
Amish migration.

Catherine Lemley, Amanda Price and John Ruscio, 
psychology, and their students presented research at the 77th
Annual Meeting of the Eastern Psychological Association.

Montserrat Linares-Farras, modern languages, presented
her paper on the narrative evolution of the contemporary
Spanish author Lucia Etxebarria titled “De las dudas al equil-
brio: Lucia Etxebarria” at the Northeast Modern Language
Association conference. 

Jeffery Long, religious studies, will serve as a consultant on
Hinduism for a sixth-grade social studies text being developed
by Macmillan/McGraw-Hill’s Education Division. He will
write the foreword to “Swami Vivekananda on the Vedas and
Upanishads.” He also will write “Jainism: An Introduction.”

Michael Long, religious studies, has contracted to write
“Was Billy Graham Right? Progressives in Dissent.” His book
titled “Billy Graham and the Beloved
Community” will be published 
this summer.

Theodore Long, president, is par-
ticipating on a task force of leaders in
higher-education that is developing a
plan for attracting college-educated
individuals to Lancaster County, Pa. 
He also was presented the 2006 Alumni
Distinguished Service Award by his
alma mater, Capital University.

Susan Mapp, social work, will write a text on international
social work and social development for Oxford University
Press. Her paper “Using the U.S. Fulbright Program to Create
International Social Work Linkages” was accepted at an
International Federation of Social Workers conference. She
and Meredith Barnhart ’05 presented a workshop titled
“Integrating Program Evaluation and Social Work Practice” 
at the annual conference of the National Association of Social
Workers–Pennsylvania Chapter. 

Susan Mapp and Peggy McFarland, social work, presented
“Implementing a Short-Term Study-Abroad Experience” at the
Council on Social Work Education.

Theresa Mastrobuono, FAPA, presented an original one-
woman show “Andata e Ritorno” (Round Trip) at the Tempest
Theater and at Franklin & Marshall College. She presented a
workshop titled “Making ANY Performance Space Work” at
the 25th Annual New England Storytelling Conference.

Mary Beth Matteo, Family Business Center, commented
on succession planning in Business to Business. 

E. Fletcher McClellan, political science, co-presented
“Making the Most of Assessment” at an American Political
Science Association’s Teaching and Learning conference work-
shop. His comments on the upcoming Pennsylvania gubernato-
rial election were featured in local newspapers. McClellan and
six students participated in Student Lobby Day at the
Pennsylvania Capitol.

W. Wesley McDonald, political science, presented a 
lecture series titled “Can the Democrats Win?” for Operation
Reach at Willow Valley Lakes Manor. He received a favorable
review for “Russell Kirk and the Age of Ideology” in The
Missouri Review. Additionally, McDonald composed four
entries for “American Conservatism: An Encyclopedia.”

Sean Melvin, business, will write a book tentatively titled
“Hemingway and Maurice Speiser: The
Business Education of a Literary Giant”
for The Kent State University Press.

Sanjay Paul, business, wrote
“Stopping Sale of Ports Would Risk
U.S. Image” for The Patriot News.

Amanda Price, psychology, pub-
lished “Cortico-striatal Contributions
to Category Learning: Dissociating the

Verbal and Implicit Systems” in Behavioral Neuroscience.
Donald Rhoads, English, published “Thaddeus Stevens:

The Play,” a two-part work performed at The Fulton Opera
House by Theatre of the Seventh Sister. It was adapted for the
stage by John Rohrkemper, English, and Mary Adams-Smith.

Debra Ronning, FAPA, presented 
a solo piano recital at St. John’s United
Church of Christ.

John Ruscio, psychology, will publish
his work on the diagnosis of Major
Depressive Disorder in a special series in
Psychological Medicine and his work on
a National Institute of Mental Health
project on the structure of depressive
episodes in the Journal of Nervous and
Mental Disease.

Gabriela Sanchis, mathematical sciences, published 
“A Card Trick and the Mathematics behind It” in The College
Mathematics Journal.  

Petru Sandu, business, chaired a session on growth in
entrepreneurship and presented “Establishing a Framework 
for Assessing Entrepreneurial Growth Intentions in Transition
Economies” at the Global Entrepreneurship Research
Conference.

Carmine Sarracino, English, published two longpoems 
in the Prairie Schooner magazine. Another appeared in an
anthology from Parallel Press, an imprint of The University 
of Wisconsin. 

Charles Schaeffer, chemistry, and his students submitted
and published papers reporting the results of ongoing research
involving organometallic synthesis and NMR spectroscopy.
“1H, 13C, and 73Ge NMR Spectral Analysis of Substituted
Aryltrimethylgermanes,” with authors Adam Fleisher ’07,
Charles Schaeffer, Beth Buckwalter and Claude Yoder,
appeared in the journal Magnetic Resonance in Chemistry. 
He submitted a manuscript titled “Stability of Stoichiomers in
the Copper Hydroxy Sulfate System” with Mary Harner ’06
and Franklin & Marshall College students to the journal
Inorganic Chemistry.

Bob Schlosser, athletics, was featured in two area newspapers.
Kevin Scott, English, presented “‘Corrective Visions:’ Early

Women’s Speculative Fiction,” at the Northeast Modern
Language Association conference. He also offered pop cultural
and linguistic insight in the Intelligencer Journal.

Faith Shiffer, FAPA, performed “Derivations for Clarinet
and Piano” at Millersville University’s Inaugural Single 
Reed Symposium.

Victoria Smith, FAPA, presented “Exploring Music of the
Arab World” at the Pennsylvania Music Educators Association
annual in-service conference.

Bobbi Strawser-Butch, occupational therapy, presented 
on topics related to autism at the Pennsylvania Head Start
spring conference and the Contemporary Practices in 
Early Intervention and School-Based Practice: Fourth
Annual Institute.

John Teske, psychology, published an article titled
“Neuromythology: Brains and Stories” in
Zygon: Journal of Religion and Science. 

Robert Wheelersburg, sociology/
anthropology, was appointed Arctic
Visiting Speaker by the Arctic Consor-
tium of the United States. He 
lectured at University of Greenland 
and the University of Copenhagen.
Wheelersburg taught a bachelor-level
course “Inuit (Eskimo) Cultures.” Also,
he was appointed chair of the external
evaluation team for Lebanon Valley College’s Department 
of Sociology. Wheelersburg was quoted in The Patriot News
regarding D’Antonio’s biography of Milton S. Hershey and by
WHP 580’s Bob Durgin on the Danish cartoon controversy.  

Bob Wheelersburg and Conrad Kanagy, sociology/
anthropology, were interviewed about religious freedom 
by ABC27 News. 

Tom Winpenny, history, reviewed a photographic history of
transportation in Lancaster County for the Lancaster New Era.

Faculty and Staff Notes

E. Douglas Bomberger

David Eller

Tamara Gillis

Michael Long

Debra Ronning

John Teske

Sanjay Paul 
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C L A S S Notes

A L U M N I  R E L AT I O N S Events

C A M P U S News 

S P O R T S News 
2005–2006 Winter Sports Review
by Ian Showalter

Men’s Basketball
Elizabethtown marked its 11th consecutive postseason
appearance, reaching the semifinals of the Commonwealth
Conference playoffs. With just one starter returning, the
team improved its overall record to 15–10 and finished 7–7
in the conference. Brian Schreiber ’06 was named twice as
Commonwealth Conference Player of the Week, to the All-
Commonwealth Conference Second team, and once to the
Middle Atlantic States Collegiate Athletic Corporation
(MASCAC) weekly basketball honor roll. Chad Piersol ’08
and Greg Brizek ’07 were each named once as the Common-
wealth Conference Player of the Week. Michael Schatzmann ’08
was named once to the MASCAC weekly basketball honor
roll. Greg Adams ’06 concluded his career ranked seventh
all-time in steals with 144 and ninth all-time in assists 
with 305.

Women’s Basketball
Elizabethtown completed the season with a 9–15 overall
record and a 5–9 mark in the Commonwealth Conference.
Highlighting the season was the Blue Jays’ 69–49 upset of
then 16th-ranked Moravian College. Erin Walton ’08 pro-
duced one of the strongest individual scoring performances
in the program’s history with an average 20.3 points per
game. As the highest average since 1994–95, it was only the
12th time that a player averaged 20 or more points per game
in a season. She earned a spot on the All-Commonwealth
Conference Second Team and was named once as the con-
ference’s Player of the Week and twice to the MASCAC
weekly basketball honor roll. At the end of their final 
season, Dana Voit ’06 was ranked fourth for the most three-
pointers with 107, and Cristin Braun ’06 was ranked 15th 
in career rebounds with 568 and 10th in career blocked shots
with 68.

Men’s Swimming
Elizabethtown finished sixth at the 2006 Middle Atlantic
Conference (MAC) Championships and posted a 1–11
record in dual meets. Seven times swimmers received
Second Team All-MAC honors by placing between fourth
and sixth at the MAC Championships. Brian Thudium ’06
and Daniel McGuigan ’08 placed fifth and sixth, respectively,
in the 200 yard breaststroke. The 400 yard medley relay
team of Jason Rose ’07, Thudium, Darren DiObilda ’08 and
Geoff Betz ’07 placed fifth. The 200 yard freestyle relay team
of Kevin O’Hara ’07, Rose, Betz and Thudium placed sixth,
as did the 400 yard freestyle relay team of O’Hara, Betz,
Thudium and DiObilda. Also finishing sixth were the 800
yard freestyle relay team of Rose, McGuigan, Betz and
Thudium and the 200 yard medley relay team of Rose,
Thudium, DiObilda and O’Hara.

Women’s Swimming
Elizabethtown placed sixth at the 2006 MAC Champion-
ships, and the Blue Jays had a 3–11 dual meet record.
Gretchen Geiger ’09 won a pair of MAC silver medals, plac-
ing second in the conference in the 200 yard breaststroke
and the 100 yard breaststroke. Keeley Trumbo ’07 earned a
bronze medal at the MAC Championships by placing third
in the 100 yard butterfly. Additionally, eight Elizabethtown
entries earned Second Team All-MAC honors by placing
between fourth and sixth places at the Championships.
Trumbo placed fifth in the 200 yard butterfly. Jenny Brizek ’09
placed fourth in the 200 yard individual medley and sixth in
the 400 yard individual medley. The 200 yard medley relay
team of graduate student Rachel Halton ’05, Geiger, Trumbo
and Brizek placed fifth. The four also teamed up to take fifth
place in the 400 yard medley relay. The 800 yard freestyle
relay team of Brizek, Laura Quigley ’09, Lindsay Kollmeier ’08
and Trumbo placed fifth. The 200 yard freestyle relay team
of Geiger, Trish Lemon ’09, Tara Ison ’09 and Trumbo placed
sixth, as did the 400 yard freestyle relay team of Brizek, Ison,
Geiger and Trumbo.

Men’s Indoor Track and Field
Elizabethtown won its fourth consecutive MAC indoor title
and placed 12th in the nation at the 2006 NCAA Division
III Indoor Championships. Five Elizabethtown athletes
earned All-America honors by placing in the top eight at
the national championships. Pole vaulter Kevin Clark ’08
finished fourth in the nation, and Tyson Evensen ’07 

finished third in the nation in the 800m. The distance med-
ley relay team of Patrick Donovan ’07, Stephon Finley ’09,
Drew Graybeal ’08 and Evensen finished sixth in the nation.
At the MAC Championships, Finley was named the confer-
ence’s Rookie of the Year, and head coach Chris Straub was
named Coach of the Year. Elizabethtown athletes took home
six gold medals, five silver medals and two bronze medals
from the MAC Championships. Finley won a gold medal 
in the 55m dash, Evenson won the 800m, and Clark won
the pole vault. Also winning gold medals were three relay
teams: the 4x200m relay team of Darren DeAngelis ’06,
Mike Bauer ’07, Jason Mastroianni ’09 and Finley; the
4x400m relay team of Finley, Phil Alder ’09, Evensen and
Graybeal, and the 4x800m relay team of Brandon Bear ’09,
Greg Wetzel ’06, James Munnelly ’09 and Donovan. Taking
MAC silver medals were Graybeal in the 400m and the
800m, Evensen in the mile, Ryan St. Clair ’08 in the 5000m,
and the distance medley relay team of David Cohen ’07,
Alder, Dylan Rulander ’09 and Bear. Donovan earned a
bronze medal in the 800m, and D.J. Lehr ’08 took home a
bronze medal in the pole vault. Blue Jays also earned Second
Team All-MAC honors eight times by placing between
fourth and sixth place at the MAC Championships. Bauer
placed fourth in the 200m, Jon Slusser ’08 placed fourth in
the 800m, Finley placed fifth in the 200m, Wetzel placed
fifth in the mile, Cohen placed fifth in the 5000m, Jason
Theobald ’07 placed sixth in the 5000m, Zach Fogel ’07
placed sixth in the high jump, and Clark placed sixth in the
long jump. Elizabethtown athletes set new program records
in seven events in 2006, including Finley in the 55m dash
(6.53), Finley in the 200m (22.55), Graybeal in the 400m
(49.34), Evensen in the 800m (1:52.30), Evensen in the
mile (4:12.85), Clark in the pole vault (16' 5-1/2") and
Fogel in the heptathlon (3,756).

Women’s Indoor Track and Field
A young Elizabethtown team won its first MAC indoor title
in 2006. Elizabethtown athletes captured five MAC gold
medals, five silver medals and three bronze medals. The Blue
Jays swept all four relay events at the MAC Championships,
as Erin Lichti ’06, Tina Bucci ’09, Lindsey Oliver ’09 and
Katelyn John ’09 won the 4x200m relay; Bucci, John, 
Nicole Murphy ’08 and Lichti won the 4x400m relay; Kim
Whalen ’06, Tara Fagan ’07, Meghan Ryder ’08 and Tiffany
Kulp ’09 won the 4x800m relay; and Fagan, Murphy, Ryder
and Kulp won the distance medley relay. Also striking gold
was Kulp in the 800m. Earning silver medals were Lichti in
the 55m dash and the 200m, Samantha Jones ’09 in the
mile, and Chelsea Miles ’09 in the high jump and the triple
jump. Earning bronze medals at the MAC Championships
were John in the 200m, Miles in the long jump and Amanda
Morrisette ’09 in the weight throw. Additionally, Elizabeth-
town athletes earned Second Team All-MAC honors eight
times by placing between fourth and sixth places at the
MAC Indoor Championships. Oliver placed fourth in the
55m dash, Jones placed fourth in the 5000m, Samantha
Adams ’08 placed fourth in the pole vault, and Morrisette
placed fourth in the shot put. Bucci placed fifth in the 400m,
Erin Fisher ’08 placed fifth in the 5000m, Jenna Riley ’08
placed fifth in the triple jump, and Erin Deihl ’07 placed
sixth in the 5000m. Chris Straub was named MAC Coach 
of the Year. During the season, Elizabethtown athletes set 
or tied six program records, including Bucci in the 400m
(1:00.42), Miles in the long jump (16' 6-1/2"), Adams in the
pole vault (10' 0"), Morrisette in the shot put (36' 11") and
the weight throw (41' 1-1/2"), and the team of Lichti, Bucci,
Oliver and John in the 4x200m relay (1:47.55).

Wrestling
Elizabethtown placed seventh at the 2006 MAC champi-
onships. Peter Achilles ’08, Jereme Heisey ’09, Rob Bozart ’07
and Rob Rosario all placed fifth in their weight class. Justin
Martin ’06, R.J. Mount ’08 and James Campolongo ’09 all
placed sixth. This season, the Blue Jays also posted a 3–14
record in dual matches. At the University of Scranton invita-
tional in December, Bozart placed second at 157 pounds. Over
the season, Bozart went 17–9 with five pins, two technical fall
wins, and two major decision wins. Achilles posted a 15–15
record with one pin, one technical fall win, and three major
decision wins.

Page Lutz ’84 is one of only five former student-athletes and
one coach to be honored with selection to the National

Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA) Division III 25th
anniversary women’s basketball team. The team is comprised
of basketball standouts who represent the strong leadership
and outstanding achievements of the millions of student-
athletes and coaches who have advanced opportunities for
women in NCAA sports. 

Lutz was among a group of only 25 players and five
coaches from the past 25 years chosen by the NCAA for
inclusion on the ballot in an online election that selected the
anniversary team. Her teammate Sherri Kinsey ’84 and Head
Coach Yvonne Kauffman also were nominated. 

While at Elizabethtown, Lutz was recognized for both
strong athletic and academic performance. Several of her
career records—including 1,757 total points, 453 free throws
made and 651 field goals—still stand more than two decades
later. She was named a Women’s Basketball Coaches Assoc-
iation (WBCA) All-American in 1982, 1983 and 1984, 
and she was named the WBCA Division III Player of the
Year in 1984. Also in 1984, she was named a First Team
Academic All-American, and she graduated from Elizabeth-
town with honors.

During her collegiate career, the team ran up a 105–11
record. In 1982, the Blue Jays won the first NCAA Division
III national championship in women’s basketball ever con-
tested. Elizabethtown followed the win with second place 
finishes in 1983 and 1984, with Lutz being selected as the
tournaments’ Most Outstanding Player in both years. 

Lutz attributes her collegiate athletic success to her
teammates and Elizabethtown’s excellent coaching staff. 

“I always have felt that I was
very fortunate to play on a good
team,” she says. “It is easy to
excel when you have excellent
teammates around you on the
court and you benefit from
strong coaching.” 

After graduating, Lutz went
on to teach the next generation
of student-athletes as the head
girls’ basketball coach at Penn
Manor High School for more
than a decade.

Page Lutz ’84 Selected
for NCAA Division III
25th Anniversary Team

Page Lutz ’84 was among the dozen former players who
returned to campus for this year’s alumnae basketball reunion.

During the early 80s, Page Lutz ’84
left her mark on Elizabethtown
women’s basketball.
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Daniel Morris ’02 and Matt Blome ’02 were friends at 
Elizabethtown — as students in the Department of

Biology, they shared some classes and both found research
opportunities on campus. After graduation, though, they had to
choose whether to enter the workforce or to continue on with
their education. Each alumnus chose a different path, prepared
for either course by their Elizabethtown College education.

Dan Morris appreciates the great sacrifices that his family
made so that he could complete his degree at Elizabethtown.
“While I was going to school, my wife worked nights. After
finishing my degree, it was time to focus on our family,” he
remembers. After graduation, Morris launched his career in
the pharmaceutical industry. 

In recent years, the pharmaceutical industry has become
increasingly competitive and has been subject to increasing
pressure from the government to hold the line on prices.
Morris has felt the sting of some of this change, facing down-
sizings at two points during his career. Currently a microbiolo-
gist with GlaxoSmithKline at its Upper Merion manufacturing
facility in Conshohocken, Pa., he is responsible for administer-
ing the comprehensive testing program through which the
company ensures that its manufacturing facilities are free of
microbial contamination. 

Choosing the other road, Matt Blome is in his fourth
year of graduate school in the Department of Biochemistry
and Molecular Biology at The Pennsylvania State University
College of Medicine in Hershey, Pa. His research focuses on

the inhibition of ricin binding to glycosphingolipids.
Currently looking at options for life after graduate school,

Blome is considering teaching at a small liberal arts college
like Elizabethtown. His interest in teaching has in part been
influenced by Professor of Biology Jane Cavender and Jeff
Thompson, who briefly worked at the College during
Cavender’s sabbatical. “They both were very good instructors
and obviously cared about their students,” Blome explains.
“Most importantly, they pushed you to use your critical think-
ing skills to go beyond what you read in books. I’ve always felt
that it may be nice to be able to do that for someone else.” He
believes that small colleges offer the personal interaction that
“takes students to a new level of understanding.”

Coincidentally, neither alumnus envisioned their future
career when they started at Elizabethtown and both credit
Cavender with influencing their decision to focus on biologi-
cal sciences. 

Starting his college career as a religious studies major,
Blome found his interest in biology during a class with
Thompson and Cavender. The labs associated with the class
provided Blome with his first taste of research. “We had a
defined goal, but Dr. Cavender made us think through how
we were going to make that happen,” he remembers. “And,
that’s when it dawned on me that I was interested in that
kind of work.” 

Morris remembers a similar experience while working on
a research project with Cavender. “She certainly gave a lot of

support and direction — telling me what she wanted to
accomplish and making suggestions for how to go about it,” 
he explains. “And, she sought my ideas and suggestions for
approaches. I was impressed with the latitude she gave me.”

At the Fork in the Road: Two Friends Take Different Career Paths

Biology Students Partner with Faculty to Advance Understanding

Every year, Elizabethtown biology students—like seniors 
Steven Choc, Alicia Alcamo and Meghan Gowens—par-

ticipate in research with their faculty members. With more
than 70 percent of our biology graduates pursuing graduate
school or professional degrees in medicine and related health
professions, these opportunities provide foundational learning
for the next phase of the students’ education and for their
future career. 

Steven Choc ’06 Reaches Toward Dream
Steven Choc is one of those rare students who has known
since middle school what he wanted to study in college. For
him, participation in an environmental science research study
with Professor and Department Chair of Biology Tom Murray
is one more step in the fulfillment of his life’s ambition.

In 2005, Choc began working with Murray on an ongo-
ing study to determine the relative success of tree-planting
strategies in a man-made riparian buffer. These buffers are a
stretch of vegetation, plants and trees along a stream or lake
that protect the wetland from contaminants and excess storm
water. The study—which originally was initiated by the
Chesapeake Bay Foundation—is being completed with the
Tri-County Conewago Creek Water Shed Association.

In 2003, a variety of trees were planted on a plot of
donated land with the intent of studying which trees and
planting conditions—such as techniques like tree shelters,
herbicides and manual weed control—are most effective. 
For the past two years, Choc has measured tree growth and
mapped the physical arrangement of the trees using a global
positioning system unit. 

To Choc, his work with his faculty mentor has felt more
collaborative than instructional. “Dr. Murray gives me a lot 
of input, but he is letting me do the work. I enjoy bouncing
ideas back and forth with him about what I should write and
how the data are looking,” he explains. “Through this experi-
ence, I’m becoming more confident that I can actually do it
on my own.”

Choc has been awarded a research assistantship at the
University of Toledo, where he will pursue his master’s degree in
biology with a focus on ecology. While there, he will work on a
project that will help design wetlands with the purpose of clean-
ing up heavy metal arsenic from local waters in the region.

Alicia Alcamo ’06 Finds More than a Mentor 
At Elizabethtown, pre-medicine major Alicia Alcamo has
only had Associate Professor of Biology Diane Bridge for lab
freshman year. 

It was that year when the faculty member—knowing
that the student was looking for a job—approached Alcamo
about washing dishes in her lab. This job grew into a research
position during the student’s sophomore year. Since then,

Alcamo has continuously worked for Bridge, even traveling
to Pomona College in California last summer to do research
with the professor full-time.

Currently, Bridge and her student researchers are working
to determine whether the molecules involved in blood vessel
growth in humans serve the same purpose in a group of simple
invertebrate animals called cnidarians. Knowing that tumors
require new blood vessels to feed their dramatic growth, the
control of blood vessel expansion is the subject of a large body
of research. As one of Bridge’s student researchers, Alcamo
analyzed the expression of three developmental regulatory
genes, while other students looked at the affect of the genes
on the growth and development of the organism.

Alcamo says that her relationship with her mentor
extends beyond the laboratory. “Dr. Bridge always wants you
to get the most out of your learning experience. If I don’t
understand something, I will ask her the same question 20
times. And, she patiently will answer it 20 times, if that’s 
what it takes,” she explains. “Out of the lab, she’s been helpful
too—advising me on my medical school applications and rec-

ommending books I might like to read. She knows that I’m
passionate about certain things, and she wants to help me
grow in those areas.”

Next year, Alcamo will attend one of the several medical
schools at which she has been accepted. Interestingly, her
research background frequently was raised during her medical
school interviews. “A lot of people questioned why I’m not
doing an MD/PhD program,” she notes. “Although I plan on
obtaining a strict MD degree, I know that research is still an
option as a physician.”

Meghan Gowens ’06 Has a Change of Heart
Meghan Gowens admits that she was a bit nervous about 
joining Professor of Biology Jane Cavender’s research team,
but did so knowing that it would make her more attractive 
to medical schools. What she stepped into “just to round out”
her resume, though, turned out to be her introduction to a
whole new field that she hopes to make a career. “I found 
it exciting that you get to own your project and determine 
the direction of the research,” Gowens explains. “This is the 
greatest challenge that I’ve had at Elizabethtown. I’ve learned
the most fantastic things working day in and day out with
Professor Cavender.”

Gowens is participating in tumor biology research that 
is funded through a grant Cavender was awarded by the
National Institutes of Health/National Cancer Institute. 
This research—which includes several undergraduate student
researchers—is focused on determining the cellular changes
that drive normal cells to become cancerous. Cavender’s lab
uses the simian virus 40 (SV40) tumor antigen (T antigen) 
as a model to study tumor creation.

Specifically, Gowens is tracking the movement of and
interaction between the T antigen and a cellular protein
called B23, which plays key roles in cell metabolism—such 
as shuttling proteins back and forth from the cytoplasm to the
nucleus—and possibly the cell death pathway. The student
used a technique called immunofluorescence to confirm the
intracellular location of B23 in mouse cells that stably trans-
fected with SV40 T antigen. Gowens discovered that in the
presence of T antigen, B23 localized in the nucleolus, while
cell lines lacking T antigen showed diffuse distribution in the
nucleoplasm and the nucleolus. Interestingly, the cells con-
taining T antigen with a nonfunctional nuclear localization
signal revealed the presence of both T antigen and B23 in 
the cytoplasm.

Gowens has returned this summer to continue her work
with Cavender and hopefully will collaboratively publish a
paper on this project. She plans to apply to graduate schools.

For both Daniel Morris ’02 and Matt Blome ’02, Professor Jane
Cavender influenced their decision to focus on the biological sciences.
Cavender is shown here with pre-medicine major Kelly Thom.

For Meghan Gowens ’06, Alicia Alcamo ’06, Steven Choc ’06 (shown above 
in front row, l–r), their final year at Elizabethtown has been highlighted by 
the opportunity to learn more about various aspects of biological sciences
with the help of their faculty mentors, (shown l–r) Professor Jane Cavender,
Associate Professor Diane Bridge, and Professor and Department Chair 
Tom Murray.
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Always a hallmark of the Occupational Therapy program,  
faculty-student research is even more rigorous since the

addition of the College’s first master’s program. 
Among the department’s many ongoing projects,

Associate Professor DeLana Honaker and Assistant Professor
Bobbi Strawser-Butch are providing their students with the
opportunity to work on cutting-edge research in the field of
pediatric occupational therapy. Through these projects, our
students are not only deepening their own understanding, but
they also are advancing practice in the field. 

Defining Family Occupations
According to Honaker, an assessment tool is sorely needed for
measuring the effectiveness of an intervention that is designed
to improve a young patient’s ability to fully and positively par-
ticipate in his or her own family life. “Many parents will tell 
us that occupational therapy made a difference in a child’s life.
However, without an assessment tool, we don’t have hard evi-
dence,” she explains. The tool that Honaker is developing
would allow an occupational therapist to gauge success within
the context of other key influences—including the family
support system, school systems, etc.—and provide insights 
for improving the intervention.

As a first step in the tool’s development, Honaker is
working with graduate students Ilana Unger and Amanda
Santore on a validity study. While Unger developed an 
online survey to poll families and professionals about family
occupations, Santore conducted qualitative research, includ-
ing focus groups with families of both typically and atypically
developing children. Their results will be presented at the

Pennsylvania Occupational Therapy Association (POTA)
October 2006 conference and will be submitted to the
American Journal of Occupational Therapy.

Santore—who has a strong interest in sensory integra-
tion—says that this research addresses the “recent push
toward evidence-based practice.” “As occupational therapists,
we need to prove the effectiveness of our work,” she relates.
“To do that, we need quality data that will help lay a founda-
tion to further the profession.” Santore—who also worked
with Honaker last year on her honors-in-the-discipline proj-
ect—says that this research is helping her develop an even
deeper understanding of her field because it’s resulting from a
much more collaborative process. “I feel very confident in my
ability to do research and very competent in the practice of
my chosen profession,” she says.

Evaluating the Effectiveness of School-based
Interventions 
In addition, Honaker is conducting two studies to measure the
effectiveness of common school-based interventions. Working
with Michelle Sloan and Crystal Nealis, the professor is using
a single-subject research design to measure the effectiveness of
sensory diets in facilitating classroom participation of children
with Asperger’s Syndrome. And, working with Stephanie
Long and Rebekah Bailey, she is measuring the effects of
dynamic seating on reading and handwriting performance.

A sensory diet is the collection of interventions that an
occupational therapist implements for a particular patient. In
cooperation with the Janus School—a school for children
with learning differences and Asperger’s Syndrome—Sloan

and Nealis collected baseline
data on a student’s classroom
performance without interven-
tion. Based on their observa-
tions, they then implemented 
a sensory diet for the child and
again measured performance.
In the study’s final two stages,
they withdrew the sensory diet
and then implemented it again,
measuring student performance
at each step.

According to Nealis, 
who hopes someday to open
her own pediatric clinic, this
research is a first step in filling
a hole in the collective body of
research on sensory integration
techniques. “Soon, we will get
the opportunity to present 
our findings at the American
Occupational Therapy
Association conference,” she
says. “It’s a great way of sharing
new knowledge with other
practitioners.” The study also
will be presented at the
October 2006 POTA confer-

ence and submitted to Occupational Therapy in Early
Intervention, Preschool and Schools: Journal of Practice,
Theory and Research.

Also interested in pursuing pediatric occupational therapy,
Rebekah Bailey conducted research on the effectiveness of
dynamic seating, which is air-filled seating that allows students
to move without being disruptive to their own or other chil-
dren’s learning. Also a single-subject research design, she and
Long documented a number of observations with and without
the dynamic seating.

From her experience, Bailey says that she’s gathering a lot
of real-world research experience. “Although we went in with
the intention of looking at reading and handwriting, we also
noticed that there was improvement in our subject’s behavior
when he was using the dynamic seating,” she notes, saying
that the groups will submit their work to Occupational
Therapy in Early Intervention, Preschool and Schools: Journal
of Practice, Theory and Research, and will present their find-
ings at the October 2006 POTA conference.

Testing a Commonly Accepted Belief
It’s a commonly accepted belief that teachers will perceive a
child as more “teachable” the closer that he or she is in learn-
ing style to their own. Strawser-Butch and three students—
Lauren Bird, Leanne Clarke, and Aileen Musser—are working
with kindergarten teachers and randomly chosen students to
measure the validity of this long-held thinking. This study—
which builds on a University of Kansas study— is being done
in cooperation with the Lower Dauphin School District, for
which Strawser-Butch is a school board member.

Using already-established survey tools, the students 
and Strawser-Butch are gathering data from the district’s five
elementary schools. “As occupational therapists, we believe
that one of our roles is to help teachers better understand 
their connection with their students who have sensory inte-
gration problems and show how that connection impacts their
teaching strategies and classroom pedagogy,” says Strawser-
Butch. Long-term, she will expand this study’s scope to
include temperament and will gather data from significantly
more subjects.

For Musser, one of the most exciting aspects of her work is
the team’s ability to collaborate with the University of Kansas
and with other departments at Elizabethtown. “Although we
are working from a solid understanding of occupational therapy,
there is support that we need to complete our work,” she
explains. “We’ve been able to seek counsel from the University
of Kansas and have worked with the Mathematical Sciences
Department to help analyze the statistics.” Both Honaker and
Strawser-Butch say that such on-campus collaboration with
Information and Technology Services and academic depart-
ments like Education, Social Work and Mathematical Science
has been integral to their research.

For Strawser-Butch, this project has additional richness
because of her relationship with her students. “I am their men-
tor and faculty advisor, but we are truly a team when we
approach this study,” she says.

Nicole Smith ’03 counts herself fortunate to have found her 
position as an occupational therapist at UCP Central

Pennsylvania less than a week after the conclusion of her final
fieldwork experience. 

Working through the Capital Area Children’s Center,
this young alumna has a diverse job that allows her to work
with patients of a variety of ages throughout much of central
Pennsylvania. In her role in early intervention, Smith travels
throughout Cumberland, Perry, Dauphin and northern York
counties to work with families of children under the age of
three who are experiencing developmental delays resulting
from conditions including cerebral palsy, Down’s Syndrome,
autism and seizure disorders. In addition, she works through
the Capital Area Intermediate Unit with pre-school children,
ages three through five. Smith also works with a 14-year-old
home schooled student through the Pennsylvania Cyber
School, with two adults in Lewistown, Pa., and at the Hershey

Medical Center one weekend each month.
In her work that she describes as mostly “hands-on” pedi-

atric occupational therapy, Smith particularly enjoys 
the opportunity to be in a family-oriented environment. “I
meet such amazing families,” she explains. “You experience
such incredible hopefulness working with parents who are tak-
ing the necessary steps to help their children. The work that 
I do is just amplified in the family setting.” 

With some of her patients, Smith has a longer-term
relationship as she works with them from infancy through
their pre-school years. “I start with some of them as babies
and get to see them all the way until they are five,” she says.
“It’s very rewarding to be part of their progress through all 
of these stages.”

From her vantage point on the front-lines of pediatric
occupational therapy, Smith sees significant acceptance and
advancement in the field. “In general, people now are seeing

that occupational therapy can make a difference,” she
observes. “One of the aspects of our field that has begun to
take off is sensory integration. Although it has been around for
awhile, the positive implications of the work in this field are
becoming a lot more clear and evident.”

Smith credits her Elizabethtown College experience with
preparing her for the diversity of her current work. “The great
thing about my education at Elizabethtown is even though I
have always known that I wanted to do pediatrics, I was given
a very broad education,” she explains. “I am able to work with
so many different people now because I was prepared for that.”
In particular, Smith recalls her senior-year research project in
which she measured the effectiveness of restraining dominant-
side limbs of older patients with accident-caused disabilities. “I
can still see the faces of those people. We really made a differ-
ence in their mobility,” she recalls. “It was exciting to have
such a hands-on role in this research.”

Faculty, Graduate Students Advance Pediatric Occupational Therapy

Nicole Smith ’03 Lands Her Dream Job at UCP Central Pennsylvania
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On Occupational Therapy Scholarship Day, Associate Professor DeLana Honaker and Assistant Professor Bobbi
Strawser-Butch (center of front row) pause for a photo with their graduate student researchers including (back row, l–r)
Amanda Santore, Stephanie Long, Michelle Sloan, Rebekah Bailey, Lauren Bird, Aileen Musser, (front row, l–r) Crystal
Nealis, Honaker, Strawser-Butch and Leanne Clarke. Missing from the photo is Ilana Unger.
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For Aybike Doganci Crott ’99, her long work days as opera-
tions manager and partner of Solectria Renewables, LLC,

bring her a lot of contentment. “It feels so good to go to work
every day and know that I’m doing something good for the
environment,” she explains. 

Founded in 2005 by Aybike and her three partners,
Solectria Renewables—which is based in Lawrence, Mass.—
is a leader in the development and manufacture of a wide
range of inverters for renewable power applications. Solar
inverters convert the direct current electricity produced by
solar panels into the alternating current (AC) that homes
and businesses receive through the electric power grids that
serve our nation. In homes and businesses, AC power is used
to operate tools, equipment and appliances. If consumers
generate more electricity with their renewable sources than
they use, they can sell the excess power back to the electric
companies and zero out their electricity bill or, in some
states, make a profit.

With its passion for “good business with green values,”
Solectria Renewables has as its goal the preservation of the
world’s natural resources. As operations manager, Aybike 
primarily is responsible for production management, cost
reduction efforts, purchasing and inventory control, although
additional responsibilities at times come her way. “As part 
of a small company, we all end up being a jack-of-all-trades,”
she explains. For Aybike, the most fulfilling aspect of her job
is contributing to the direction of the business. “It’s exciting
to have decision-making powers and to have control of the
company’s direction,” she says.

Before forming the company, she was the technical sup-
port manager at Solectria Corporation, a position in which
she supervised a team of technicians and maintained a global
engineering schedule for her department. In this role, she
directed projects valued at up to $400,000, including the first
assemblies of 13kW to 75kW photovoltaic inverter proto-
types. It was at Solectria Corporation—which merged with
Azure Dynamics in 2005—where she became connected
with her current partners.

Aybike says that she came to Elizabethtown College as
an industrial engineering major knowing that this would be
the field she would pursue. “I was interested in this kind of
work even before I started at the College,” she recalls. “The
experience at Elizabethtown helped me affirm this decision.
My mentor, Professor Ferruzza, was particularly supportive,
helping me observe the environment in which I would be
working someday.”

She fondly remembers her time with her mentor, partic-
ularly how he helped her feel at ease far away from her home
country of Turkey. “As an international student, I had no
idea what to expect about college life in the United States,”
she says. “Everyone did their best to accommodate the inter-
national students who studied here. They helped us through
the culture shock.” 

Aybike Doganci Crott ’99:
Founding a Good Business
with Green Values 

In 2005, Aybike Doganci Crott ’99 (back row, right) and her three partners
founded Solectria Renewables, a leader in the development and manufac-
ture of a wide range of inverters for renewable power applications.

Research in Engineering and Physics

In the Department of Physics and Engineering, current 
research ranges from constructing practical applications of

energy technologies to answering the most fundamental ques-
tions about our universe. In partnership with students and
other departments, faculty members are growing our under-
standing of the world around us.

Solar-Powered Cabin 
Beyond the Young Center in a hollow between two man-
made wetlands, a secluded cabin is being constructed by engi-
neering students. Uniquely, the energy for this building will be
provided by an array of solar panels and a micro-scale energy
storage system. This environmentally compatible project now
is underway thanks to a strategic grant from the College, the
collective efforts of 31 first-year and sophomore engineering
students and the leadership of Assistant Professor of Physics
and Engineering Troy McBride and Lecturer Jean Fullerton. 

The initiative began this year with project planning and
construction of the cabin. During the planning process, stu-
dents developed a construction plan for the building and
bridge, developed the engineering associated with the installa-
tion of a solar panel array, selected and designed an energy
storage system and developed a computer system to monitor
energy creation, storage and use. Next year, another team of
engineering students will install the energy storage system.

Building designer and project construction manager
Derek Dietz—a sophomore industrial engineering major—
says that everything about this project fascinates him. “We
have nine sophomores who are managing the project, with
the first-year Introduction to Engineering class working along-
side us to provide the manpower to construct the cabin,”
explains Dietz. “Next year, these first-year students will proba-
bly manage the installation of the energy storage system.” 
A new student club, Future Energies and Sustainable
Technologies (FEAST), also is involved.

Dietz says that the project provides ample opportunity 
for learning. “There’s a lot of peer mentoring going on in the
project—with the sophomores working with the first-year 
students on project management and the first-year students
teaching us about a new design program,” he says. “Dr. McBride
is always there to help out, but it’s our job to do the work.
We bring him our plans and he gives us advice about what
changes should be made.” 

Breaking Falls before Breaking Hips
In high school, junior Garry Brock lost his best friend to can-
cer. It was then that he decided he wanted to do something 
to help. “I never wanted to be a doctor, but I knew that I had
an aptitude for engineering,” he explains. “I thought that I
could become a biomechanical engineer and design artificial
organs or prosthetics to help those who have faced cancer.”
Brock is well on his way to achieving his goal, on track to 

finish his under-
graduate engineer-
ing physics degree
in just three years.

Last year,
Brock began work-
ing with Associate
Professor and
Department Chair
of Physics and
Engineering Kurt
DeGoede on the
professor’s biome-
chanical study,
which is evaluating
the effectiveness of
fall arresting tech-
niques in prevent-
ing hip fractures for
older adults. Every
year, about 20 per-
cent of people ages
65 to 69 years and
40 percent of those
ages 80 to 84 years
experience a fall. These falls are responsible for 87 percent of
all fractures in older adults. 

One opportunity for helping this vulnerable population
is to teach them strategies for reducing the impact on their
hip during a fall. This could include the rolling arrest strate-
gies used by athletes and martial arts practitioners. 

With the help of 10 healthy, young female volunteers,
the researchers staged falls in which the subject did not
attempt to arrest the fall and those in which they used a 
lateral rolling strategy. In each type of fall, DeGoede and
Brock measured the impact velocity of the hip and wrist. 

“Prior to this study, I had only done research with test
tubes and computers,” says Brock. “It’s interesting to learn
about subject research and its safety implications.” To protect
the volunteers during their research, DeGoede incorporated 
a variety of safety precautions, including the review and
approval of the test procedures by an institutional review
board; the staging of the falls from a leaned position; screen-
ing of test subjects for history of fractures, back pain and gen-
eral physical fitness; and the use of safety equipment, includ-
ing gym mats and a lightweight adjustable helmet.

DeGoede hoped to wrap up subject testing during the
spring semester, so that the data could be analyzed this summer.

Relational Blockworld: A Theory of Everything
It’s a theory contrary to the techniques of standard physics,
which defines the universe in terms of incredibly small, funda-
mental parts. A unique interdisciplinary research project,
Relational Blockworld is being developed through a collabora-
tion between Professor of Physics Mark Stuckey, Associate
Professor of Philosophy Michael Silberstein and Michael
Cifone ’01. 

According to Stuckey, Relational Blockworld is an
understanding of quantum mechanics in space and time,
rather than the mathematically abstract spaces used to do 
the quantum mechanical computations. Through their work,
the collaborators seek to address physicist Schrödinger’s con-
cern when he wrote in 1926, “This contradiction is so strongly
felt that it has even been doubted whether what goes on in
an atom can be described within the scheme of space and
time. From a philosophical standpoint, I should consider a
conclusive decision in this sense as equivalent to a complete
surrender. For we cannot really avoid our thinking in terms 
of space and time, and what we cannot comprehend within
it, we cannot comprehend at all.”

Although an emerging concept, Relational Blockworld
was presented to some of the world’s foremost experts in the
foundations of physics at three exclusive conferences in 2005:
Endophysics, Time, Quantum and the Subjective; New
Directions in the Foundations of Physics; and Time-Symmetry
in Quantum Mechanics. Additionally, the theorists’ first paper
on Relational Blockworld was published by the journal
Physics Essays in October 2005. “The reaction to Relational
Blockworld in these venues has been positive, indicating its
initial acceptance by the physics and philosophy communities
as a legitimate new candidate for an interpretation of quan-
tum mechanics,” says Stuckey.

Building designer and project construction manager Derek Dietz ‘08 (above
far left) works with other engineering students on the construction of a solar-
powered cabin. The team was led by Assistant Professor Troy McBride (shown
below, far right) and Lecturer Jean Fullerton.

Junior Garry Brock spots one of the volunteer 
test subjects in Associate Professor and Depart-
ment Chair of Physics and Engineering Kurt
DeGoede’s biomechanical study that is evaluating
potential strategies for protecting older adults
from hip fractures.
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In March 2006, Catherine Ehret ’05 became the most recent 
Elizabethtown College student to be recognized with a

regional psychology research award from Psi Chi, the honor
society for psychology. The competition — which is judged 
by psychology professionals in a “blind” review process that
removes the names and affiliations from the submissions—was
held at the 77th annual meeting of the Eastern Psychological
Association. Ehret received a certificate and a $300 cash prize.

At the conference, Ehret presented research titled
“Evidence of Individual Consistency in Estimation of Retro-
spective Time Intervals.” The research project was first
conducted as part of Associate Professor and Department Chair
of Psychology Catherine Lemley’s Research in Perception
course. Ehret later revised the research protocol and conducted
a similar project in Assistant Professor of Psychology Amanda
Price’s Research in Memory and Thinking course. “Dr.
Lemley and Dr. Price were very supportive of me, both while
doing the research and at the conference,” says Ehret. 

Currently a clinical research assistant at Thomas
Jefferson University, Ehret never envisioned a career in
research before coming to Elizabethtown. “I was surprised that
Elizabethtown’s curriculum weighed so heavily in research.
Many of the higher level courses are based in research, so I
received a heavy exposure to it,” she explains. “I found 
that I enjoyed this aspect of my field.” 

After finishing her assistantship at Thomas Jefferson,
Ehret intends to pursue her doctorate in clinical neuropsy-
chology. “Everything involving the brain fascinates me—
from working with people with traumatic brain injuries to
doing research on the biological basis of behavior,” she says.
“Today, people who experience severe brain injuries have 
a good shot at recovery because of what we’ve been able 
to learn in this field.”

Catherine Ehret ’05 Takes
Regional Psychology
Research Award

A Shared Curiosity Leads Two Elizabethtown
Students on Parallel Paths

Elizabethtown College recent graduate Cassidy Zammit says
that she’s always been curious … wondering why things

work the way that they do. So curious, in fact, that she didn’t
immediately choose her double major of psychology and biology,
and instead tried out courses in other disciplines. “My curiosity,
though, is much more satisfied in the two fields that I chose,”
she explains. “You get to ask a lot more questions. That’s what
I find interesting.”

Two decades ago, another Elizabethtown student enjoyed
a similar insatiable desire for knowledge. Sue Grigson ’84,
who now is associate professor in the Department of Neural
and Behavioral Sciences at The Pennsylvania State University
College of Medicine, remembers feeling very comfortable
exercising her curiosity here at Elizabethtown. “In class, I was
never discouraged from asking questions,” she recalls. “And, 
I think that made me less afraid to ask questions during graduate
school and even now.”

Two decades ago, Grigson’s curiosity led her on a parallel
life course that Zammit appears to be following today—one
that wasn’t to be completely satisfied within the walls of
Elizabethtown’s classrooms. It was through the efforts of their
professors that these students found opportunities off-campus
to exercise their curiosity and build a foundation for their
continued study in the field of psychology.

During her years at the College, Grigson took a learning
course and a sensation and perception course at the same
time. As she studied, she noticed a correlation between data
from a behavioral experiment from one class and data from 
a perception experiment in the other. “The overlap was very
exciting to me and I began to think about how they could 
be related,” she recalls. “It was kind of freeing to me to think
that we could understand behavior through a better under-
standing of the brain. That’s where my excitement for
research began.”

Knowing that the ongoing faculty research at the time
wasn’t going to satisfy Grigson’s interest in the brain and her
fascination with research, Elizabethtown College Professor 
of Psychology Emeritus Delbert Ellsworth initiated contact
with a researcher at Hershey Medical Center. As a result of
Ellsworth’s effort, another Elizabethtown faculty member, Paul
Dennis, was able to arrange a research practicum for Grigson. 

The opportunity opened a whole new world for Grigson.
“I spent five full days collecting behavioral data at the Hershey
Medical Center. During the experience, I was immersed in
research,” she recalls, saying that, in addition to supporting
the work of her mentor, she also was required to develop her
own line of research. “With this charge, I went to the library
and read, wrote and thought for hours and returned to my
mentor at Hershey with a new experiment and testable
hypothesis. I still recall his surprise, near disbelief.” 

After reviewing her notes and papers, he was convinced
of its originality and they conducted the experiment. And,
Grigson reveled in the experience. “It was exciting to have
gotten data that no one had gotten before,” she says. 

After earning her doctorate in biopsychology from
Rutgers University, she returned to the College of Medicine 
as a post-doctoral fellow and since has advanced to her cur-
rent position as a tenured associate professor. Grigson’s
research focuses on how animals compare natural rewards

with drugs of abuse. “Specifically, I am interested in how drugs
of abuse come to devalue natural rewards,” explains Grigson.
It is through this research that she hopes to develop a better
understanding of the many facets of addiction, including
which areas of the brain are involved in drug addiction, who
is likely to become addicted, who is likely to relapse following
a period of abstinence and what are the potential opportuni-
ties for protecting these individuals from this fate.

Frequently in her work, Grigson involves undergraduate
students. Some have come from Elizabethtown College. 
“I love working with undergraduate students—it’s their
quest for knowledge, their energy level, their excitement,”
says Grigson. “You are working with such a fresh, young
mind; they learn very quickly and are very open to new
information. I find that very refreshing.” She notes that
Elizabethtown College students are particularly hard-working,
dedicated and responsible. 

One of the students who has been placed in Grigson’s
laboratory is Cassidy Zammit. As happened with Grigson,
Elizabethtown faculty members felt compelled to find Zammit
an opportunity off-campus that would deepen her understand-
ing of neuropsychology and provide her with the kind of
experience that would increase her attractiveness to graduate
schools. Associate Professor and Department Chair of
Psychology Catherine Lemley contacted Grigson regarding
potential opportunities. 

Zammit was welcomed to Grigson’s team last summer 
for an internship opportunity and again during the spring
semester as a technician. Not only did this Elizabethtown
College student conduct the actual research, she also was
involved with other team members in analyzing the results,
discussing next steps and reviewing grant applications Grigson
has submitted. 

According to Zammit, Grigson is a great mentor.
“Instead of just bringing me in and having me clean up the
lab, she paired me up with a graduate student and I really
worked hands-on with the research that the team was doing,”
Zammit explains. “From the very beginning, I reviewed the
methods and rationale. Dr. Grigson goes out of her way to
ensure that I am learning and not just doing the work that 
no one wanted to do.”

This fall, Zammit has been awarded one of only three
positions on a training grant from the National Institute on
Drug Abuse at the University of North Carolina (UNC) at
Chapel Hill. She believes that it was her combined experi-
ence here at Elizabethtown and in Grigson’s lab that opened
the door to this opportunity. “A lot of other students whom 
I met during my interviews at UNC never did their own
research,” she says. “On the other hand, I have completed
three or four research projects at the College and three proj-
ects that either have been or will be presented at conferences.
Elizabethtown just has a strong focus on research.”

Assistant Professor of Psychology Amanda Price contributed 
to this story.

Catherine Ehret ’05 celebrates her recent Psi Chi research award with 
her mentors, Amanda Price, assistant professor of psychology, (left) 
and Catherine Lemley (right), associate professor and department chair 
of psychology.

The Pennsylvania State University College of Medicine
Associate Professor Sue Grigson ‘84 recently presented
a seminar on her research to more than 20 students
from the Elizabethtown College Honors Program.

During the past decade, eight
Elizabethtown psychology majors have
had their work recognized regionally or
nationally. They include:

Danielle Alexander ’04
Catherine Ehret ’05
Christine Hoyer ’01 
Michelle Gantz Lesinski ’98
Amy LeBar Lettorale ’98 
Kirsten Poile ’97 
Kristy Sutch ’04 
Erin Zimmerman ’04
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For four decades, A.C. Baugher Professor of Chemistry 
Charles Schaeffer has partnered with Elizabethtown stu-

dents to advance the field of inorganic chemistry through
nuclear magnetic resonance (NMR) spectroscopy. 

Seeing his work as much more than just teaching facts
about science, Schaeffer believes that he helps students develop
tools that can provide future understanding. “I would say that
we are in the business of preparing them for learning later in
life,” he explains. “I teach them the tools of this discipline—
the use of literature, the value of collaboration and the limita-
tions of the technology that we have.”

According to Schaeffer, his teaching philosophy is a legacy
from his former mentor and current collaborator Claude Yoder,
who is the Charles A. Dana Professor of Chemistry at Franklin
& Marshall (F&M) College. Since November 1966—during
Schaeffer’s tenure as Yoder’s student at F&M—these two men
have partnered in research. Over the years, this research part-
nership has been a win-win for both institutions—providing a
fertile environment for faculty-student research and helping
both find the resources to upgrade their NMR technology. More
importantly, though, the partnership inspired about 40 Elizabeth-
town students to further their understanding of their field. 

1980s: Joseph Albanese ’86 Draws the Short
Index Card 
So powerful was the impact of a truncated index card that Joe
Albanese still has it more than 20 years later.

“Near spring break of my sophomore year, Dr. Schaeffer
talked to me and two other students about the possibility of
doing research with him that summer,” recalls Albanese, who
is currently director of specifications and compendial affairs
for the Centocor Division of Johnson & Johnson. “He didn’t
know how to choose among us, so we drew index cards. And,
I drew the short card and got the position.” It’s this card—
and, of course, the research opportunity that it earned him—
that he credits for cementing a life course that would include
earning a doctorate in chemistry from the University of
Delaware and joining his current company for a successful 
13-year career.

The summer after his sophomore year, Albanese began
working with Schaeffer on a project performing NMR spectro-
scopic studies of aryltrimethysilanes and aryldimethylphos-
phaneboranes. Eventually as a result of this work, Albanese
co-authored two papers that were published in respected 
scientific journals; he also made presentations at the 49th
Convention of the Intercollegiate Student Chemists, at 
which he won second prize in the inorganic division, and the

61st Annual Meeting of the Pennsylvania
Academy of Science.

For this alumnus, the index card brings 
to mind long hours preparing for his first pres-
entation—and the considerable effort his pro-
fessor made in helping him be successful. The
foundation he received in Schaeffer’s lab still
motivates him today. “Professor Schaeffer was 
a very good role model. From him, I learned 
to always strive for excellence and always look
to the next accomplishment, which I apply in
my work today,” explains Albanese. “I don’t
think I would be here if I hadn’t drawn that
short card.”

1990s: Brian Frost ’95 Follows in His
Mentor’s Footsteps
For Brian Frost, doing basic research on the 
siliconium ion with Schaeffer was a heady
experience. “There were people at some very
prestigious universities working on the same
ambitious project,” recalls Frost. “So, I found it exciting that
Elizabethtown —which at the time had something like 1,200
students—was competing with major research groups around
the world.” 

Working with Schaeffer for two summers, Frost clearly
remembers the morning meetings with his mentor. “Professor
Schaeffer always wanted to know how we would approach 
a problem we were encountering and then would make the
appropriate corrections in our thinking,” he says. “With him,
we analyzed where we were and how we could get to the next
step. Any time we worked on a new reaction or NMR experi-
ment, he always took time to discuss it. He knew that his stu-
dents always got a more thorough education in the lab if he
could get them to understand why something worked the way
it did.” 

It was during his time in Schaeffer’s lab that Frost devel-
oped an interest in teaching and research. After graduating
from Elizabethtown, Frost earned his doctorate in inorganic
chemistry at Texas A&M University. Following his gradua-
tion, he became a postdoctoral research associate at Columbia
University until accepting his current position in 2002 as
assistant professor of inorganic chemistry at the University 
of Nevada–Reno.

Like his mentor, Frost now partners with students to 
further their love and knowledge of chemistry, particularly in
his field of mechanistic organometallic chemistry and catalysis

involving water-soluble phosphines. During his tenure at the
University of Nevada–Reno, this Elizabethtown alumnus has
worked with 14 undergraduate and graduate students and two
postdoctoral research associates, continuing Schaeffer’s legacy
of student-faculty research.

2000s: Mary Harner ’06 Presents at National
Conference
In March 2006, Mary Harner—one of Schaeffer’s research
assistants from the 2005–2006 academic year—became the
first Elizabethtown student in more than a decade to present
research at a national conference. Her poster—which focused
on the synthesis and characterization of organogermanium
amines—was presented at the 231st National Meeting of the
American Chemical Society. 

For Harner—who has collaborated on two published
papers and this poster presentation—this is the start of what
she hopes will be a career following in her mentor’s footsteps.
Next year, she will begin her doctoral work in medicinal
chemistry as a research assistant at the University of North
Carolina at Chapel Hill, which is the number three college 
in the nation for pharmaceutical science.

Harner credits Schaeffer with her interest in research. 
“I didn’t really know that I wanted to go to graduate school
until I started doing research,” she explains, saying that she
enjoys the feeling of learning something that no one else
knows. “This experience really has been an inspiration for me.”

Motivated by the same curiosity that is at the foundation 
of all great scientific research, then Elizabethtown stu-

dent Kristen Feshler Pike ’96 approached Associate Professor
of Chemistry and Biochemistry Thomas Hagan in 1995 about
working with her on a research project that combined her
interest in finding a “magic bullet” for treating cancer with his
research with porphyrins. That day, Hagan and Pike agreed 
to together launch a line of student-faculty research that is
continuing today, more than a decade after it first began. 

As Pike researched her junior seminar paper, an experi-
mental cancer treatment called photodynamic therapy (PDT)
caught her eye. In PDT, a drug—which is called a photosensi-
tizer—is injected into the patient’s bloodstream. This photo-
sensitizer is absorbed by cells all over the body, but stays in can-
cer cells longer than it does in normal cells. After one to three
days, the individual is exposed to a particular wavelength of
light. The light causes the photosensitizer to produce an active
form of oxygen, which in turn will destroy the cancer cells.

Conventional PDT uses a mixture of organic molecules
similar to substances called porphyrins. Knowing that Hagan
was working with porphyrins, Pike met with him to discuss
combining their interests into a potentially new line of research.
“Professor Hagan was very open to considering my idea,” said
Pike. “It was clear that he believed that it didn’t matter where
the question came from, as long as it was a good one.”

According to Hagan, the student-faculty research team
chose to focus their research on refining the photosensitizer
system by attaching the porphyrin to a carbohydrate that
would have a complimentary interaction with carbohydrates
located on the cancer cells. “With conventional PDT, patients

must stay out of the light for several days after their treatment
since their skin is highly susceptible to damage from the local-
ization of the porphyrin mixture in their skin,” he explains.
“We believed that we would avoid these complications if we
could append certain carbohydrates to the porphyrins so that
only the diseased tissue is targeted.” 

Through the summer after her graduation, Pike focused
on synthesizing the porphyrin and trying to attach it to a car-
bohydrate. “Through this work, you really learn what it’s like
to do research,” she explains, noting the significant difference
from normal classroom laboratory experiences. “Research
takes a long time and there’s a lot of trial and error.” 

Through this experience, she was encouraged to pursue 
a career in research. Now a research scientist in the Lead
Discovery, Profiling and Compound Management Department
at Bristol-Myers Squibb, Pike works with cutting-edge technol-
ogy and instrumentation to identify substances that potentially
could become new drugs. “My Elizabethtown College educa-
tion gave me a good foundation for my career,” says Pike.

During the decade since the research began, other 
students have joined Hagan in the search for a magic bullet.
Their work has successfully attached glucose to a tetraphenyl-
porphyrin. Preliminary data indicates that they’ve also been
able to get the agent into a cell. Currently, their work focuses
on determining the mechanisms by which this substance 
is taken into the cell and determining the locations in which
it concentrates. “Once we have information about how the
porphyrin is taken into the cell and where it localizes, then 
we can start breaking down the specific pathway that is
involved in initiating the cancerous cell’s death.” 

During the 2005–2006 academic year, Rebecca Surgeon,
a senior biochemistry major, sought the opportunity to work
with Hagan on this project as a foundation for a career in 
cancer research. 

Describing the research process as “a slow, methodical
picking apart of a problem,” she feels that her experience in
Hagan’s lab was a great “stepping stone” for her academic and
professional career. “Professor Hagan allowed me to work
independently. I had a lot of latitude to design the experi-
ments,” she explains, saying that her research work provided
her with opportunities to learn techniques outside the normal
biochemistry curriculum. “It was exciting to think that 
I could have been working on the next revolutionary therapy
for cancer.”

Surgeon has been awarded a research assistantship at 
The Pennsylvania
State University 
in the Department
of Biochemistry,
Microbiology and
Molecular Biology
to complete gradu-
ate work in the
field of protein
chemistry.

Charles Schaeffer: Inspiring Four Decades of Student Researchers

A Student’s Question Creates a Decade of Research

A.C. Baugher Professor of Chemistry Charles Schaeffer and Mary Harner ’06 investigated
organogermanium amines through nuclear magnetic resonance (NMR) spectroscopy.

Rebecca Surgeon ‘06 enjoyed her work with Associate Professor Thomas
Hagan, as it provided her with opportunities to learn techniques outside the
normal biochemistry curriculum. The research team is shown above with a
Nikon 80i fluorescent microscope.



Joe-Bob Rutkowski ’96 is the chief architect of the collec-
tions software product for information technology and busi-

ness process services company CGI. In this role, he designs the
company’s approach to this business process, looking for oppor-
tunities to implement cutting-edge technology to support the
functionality of the programming. 

Although machines and codes are the focus of his job,

Rutkowski explains that much of his day is spent focusing on
the human interface. “Typically, clients choose to implement
our product within their existing computer systems,” he says.
“I help them troubleshoot problems that arise because of
incompatibility of the systems or because the functionality is
pushed beyond the package’s design.” Depending on the com-
plexity of the job, Rutkowski could be “working solo” or
supervising a team of dozens of technicians.

It’s a job that not only can be difficult from a technical
perspective, but also can be challenging from a customer serv-
ice perspective. “Oftentimes, I’m playing peacemaker, as I 
typically get drawn into a situation when the client has gone
beyond frustration,” he explains, pointing out that he fre-
quently is pulled in many directions, considering the large 
volume of business CGI handles. “It’s my job to deal with 
who is screaming the loudest.”

After graduating from Elizabethtown a decade ago,
Rutkowski began working with American Management
System, which recently was acquired by CGI. Starting 
in the company’s Human Services division, he developed
products that supported the tracking of children in foster
care and those parents who are falling behind in child 
support. In this work, he and wife Amanda Wilson
Rutkowski ’94, a communications major at Elizabethtown,
worked as a team. Eventually, Amanda moved to the com-
pany’s Y2K program, before leaving to focus on raising the
couple’s two children.

While his education in computer science prepared him
well for his work, Rutkowski credits some of his success to his
communications concentration and his co-curricular experi-
ences at Elizabethtown. “The opportunity to work on campus
and be involved with clubs and activities, like the Outdoor
Club and Concert Choir, were a definite preparation step 
to what I’m doing,” he explains. “Amanda and I tended to
find ourselves helping everyone out, which taught us how 
to multi-task.

“Most of my job requires me to step in, take control of 
a situation and analyze what’s going on—effectively commu-
nicating at every step,” he explains. “You can be a great tech-
nologist, but that’s not the key to working with a client.” He
particularly credits his communications concentration with
helping him improve his written communications skills and
remembers the lesson in flexibility that he learned through 
his interactions with Associate Professor of Communications
Hans-Erik Wennberg. “He had such a good attitude and really
taught us to roll with the punches,” he recalls. “This relates
very much to what I do.”

Amidst the stress of his position, Rutkowski finds pleas-
ure in those infrequent opportunities in which he can mentor
others in a small team setting. “It’s something that I don’t 
get the opportunity to do much,” he says. “Someday, I would
love to teach full-time, possibly in a small college setting 
like Elizabethtown.”

Wunderbot III Competes Nationally, Prepares for Future Campus Tours

For Associate Professor of Computer Science and Computer 
Engineering Joe Wunderlich and his student research team,

the “space between” computers and engineering is an environ-
ment rich in opportunity for student-faculty research into the
marriage of robotics and artificial intelligence. It is through this
research that this team created the College’s latest generation
of versatile and autonomous robot platform. The product of
their work—called Wunderbot III by the students— competed
this June in the 14th Annual Intelligent Ground Vehicle
Competition, a national contest that was held at Selfridge Air
National Guard Base in Harrison Township, Mich.

This project is the natural outcome of a lifelong interest
for the Elizabethtown professor. “I’ve had a fascination with
gadgets since the time I was 10 years old when my father—
who was then a computer systems engineer—used to bring
home sample parts given to him by visiting salesmen,” he
recalls. “I had model trains and adapted a lot of the electronics
to control them.” 

It’s not surprising that his youthful fascination would
continue into his undergraduate and graduate school years.
Although his master’s degree research dealt with neural net-
work processors, his doctoral research was in theoretical and
applied robotics; this included a position at an A.I. duPont
Hospital for Children research laboratory that had him work-
ing with robotic equipment for disabled children. Now at
Elizabethtown, he finds himself at home somewhere between
those two disciplines with a desire to continue the College’s
rich heritage of service by creating intelligent machines to
benefit humanity.

“Most computer engineers live in the space between
computer science and physics and engineering,” explains
Wunderlich. “And, robots live there too, because you can’t
have a machine without programming and you can’t have 
programming without a machine.”

To many people, a robot is a machine like those televised
on the program Robot Wars. Wunderlich is quick to point out
the significant differences between the machines that are fea-
tured on the popular show and the Wunderbot III.

“Those robots are very simple devices. In a sense, they
are very similar to remote controlled cars that are operated by
a user with a joy stick,” explains Wunderlich. “Our robot is
designed to be autonomous, as it incorporates a global posi-
tioning system and a digital compass. The Wunderbot’s pro-
gramming allows it to map the environment and make simple
directional decisions based on sensory data that it is taking in
from its vision system and ultrasonic sensors.”

Wunderlich and his team—which is comprised of nine
students—successfully did their work in a virtual laboratory,

with the equipment spread between Nicarry and Esbenshade.
Despite the challenges of not having a dedicated laboratory
space, research has flourished within in the program. “All
computer science and computer engineering majors are
required to do a senior project,” explains Wunderlich. “In the
past seven years, I’ve had almost 150 students work with me
on various projects, with 50 of them being senior or independ-
ent study projects.”

Many of the students who work with Wunderlich are
drawn to the Wunderbot project. “What I like about robotics
is that it’s interdisciplinary. There are a lot of opportunities
for engineering majors to have some input on the project, 
on facets such as electronics, signal processing, control theory
and some mechanical design,” he explains. “And, our com-
puter science and computer engineering majors are interested
in the programming and the environmental mapping aspects
of the project.”

Senior computer engineering major Brian Moran-Bernard,
who worked on the project for the past two years, believes
that this is a great opportunity to learn about the things they
discuss in class. “In the lab, you have the ability to try to apply
what you’ve heard,” says Moran-Bernard. “The hands-on

application gives you a better understanding, particularly
when you see where you can go wrong.” 

Hoping some day to work with embedded systems or
integrated circuits, Moran-Bernard has enjoyed more than just 
the technical development of the project. He was given 
the opportunity to travel to the headquarters of one of the
project’s sponsors to spend the afternoon talking about robotics
with the company’s engineers. 

At the Intelligent Ground Vehicle Competition,
Wunderbot III competed with other collegiate projects in three
competitions: a vehicle design competition, a navigation chal-
lenge and an autonomous challenge competition. Typically, the
competition in this event is developed by teams of mostly grad-
uate school students. 

Moran-Bernard says that the Wunderbot III will have life
beyond the competition, as the team intends to modify it with
additional safety systems so that it can do tours of the campus.
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Joe-Bob Rutkowski ’96: Communications Concentration Benefits Computer Architect 

Associate Professor of Computer Science and Computer Engineering Joe
Wunderlich (third from left) and his student research team demonstrate the
College’s latest generation of versatile and autonomous robot platform,
called Wunderbot III.

Joe-Bob ’96 and Amanda Wilson Rutkowski ’94 enjoy family time at home
with their children, Lucretia, 3, and Keegan, 1.

Wunderbot III Project sponsors include: 

Cognex Corporation
JLG Industries, Inc.
Kenda
LAM Systems, Inc.
MK Battery
National Instruments Corporation
OmniSTAR
Phoenix Contact
Scientific Technologies Incorporated
Team Delta
The Timken Company
Trimble
PixeLINK
PNI Corporation
Roboteq



Some people with Jessica Johnson’s passion for numbers 
choose to immerse themselves in the theory. Personally

understanding the science of mathematics, though, isn’t
enough for Johnson. It’s the collaborative process of working
toward greater knowledge that is really fulfilling for her. 
“I remember working with Dr. Thorsen during my honors-
in-the-discipline project,” she recalls. “It was those interac-
tions—the dialogue as you try to explain your ideas to
another person and bring them to a point of understand-
ing—that is really what it’s all about.” And, for that reason,
she chose to apply her gift for numbers as a teacher.

According to Johnson, it’s a career path that’s not
really appreciated by many. “I’ve never had anyone respond
enthusiastically when I tell them I’m a math teacher. I
think that I’d get a more positive reaction if I told them 
I was an undertaker,” she jokes. “For some reason, math
seems to inspire fear and dread in people. Maybe people
weren’t taught to appreciate it. It’s my goal to change 
students’ perceptions of mathematics.”

Now, as a high school teacher in the Pocono Mountain
School District, Johnson is translating the mysteries of math-
ematical sciences for more than a hundred students every
year. Her course load spans a broad spectrum—from applied
algebra and geometry to honors pre-calculus. “In one day, 
I go from teaching equations and adding fractions all the
way up to trigonometry,” she says. “At the end of the day, 
I go home happy as long as one student says that he or she
understood what I was trying to say.”

Johnson says that she found some excellent role 
models here at Elizabethtown College. “At some colleges, 
professors are so involved in their research that teaching 
is secondary. Whether or not students understand the con-
cepts doesn’t really matter to them,” she explains. “It really
impressed me that Elizabethtown’s professors were truly
there to educate the students. They weren’t okay if someone
didn’t understand what they were saying. It was really grati-
fying as a student to see that they were really concerned
with whether or not they were getting their point across.”

In one of her research projects at the College, Johnson
took on the difficult task of more completely developing
proofs of some of the most complicated of theoretical math-
ematics. Working with Associate Professor of Math Bobette
Thorsen, her goal was to simplify this mathematics to an
undergraduate level. “We would find a proof that was maybe
three or four lines long,” she recalls. “And, we would sit
there and hash it out over two or three pages to get our
opinions expressed in a way that others could actually
understand—filling in the blanks in those shorter proofs.”

Again, it wasn’t proofs that were her reward, but rather
the process of creating the proofs. “I was very proud of the
fact that Dr. Thorsen and I got to do it together. It wasn’t
her telling me where to go next because she didn’t have the
answers. We had to find our way together,” she remembers.
“This project was the culmination of my experience at
Elizabethtown—actually getting to work one-on-one with
her as a partner and collaborator, not just as a student.”

Now, Johnson is finding the roles reversed and she is
helping her students ask the right questions and develop the
deeper understanding. Looking back, she believes her suc-
cess today is reflective of the education she received at the
College. “I credit Elizabethtown every single day for the
knowledge that I have,” she says. “At the College, I 
was a math major first and an education major second.
Elizabethtown doesn’t educate you to be a teacher and then
teach you some math. It educates you to be a mathemati-
cian who has the ability to teach.”

In addition to her classroom responsibilities, this alumna
also is assistant coach for the high school softball team.
“Coaching and teaching are much the same. It’s all about
motivating someone to perform,” she explains. “The kids 
in softball, though, have chosen to be there, and we can
push them a bit harder toward excellence than we some-
times are able to do in the classroom.”

Her involvement in and out of the classroom makes
for long, fulfilling days with the students. “By throwing
myself into teaching 100 percent, I’ve found great personal
reward,” she explains. “It’s not just a job. It’s my life.”

Jessica Johnson ’03:
Teaching the Next
Generation of 
Beautiful Minds
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Recent mathematical sciences  
graduate John Hydro has been

interested in cards since his grand-
mother taught him his first games
at the age of 5 or 6. As they played
rummy and Kings Corners, he saw
more than suits and numbers. And
today, it’s the odds behind the cards
that continue to fascinate this new
alumnus, who plans to be an actuary.

In explaining the interest
that motivated the selection of 
his honors-in-the-discipline proj-
ect, Hydro gives an audience
member a deck of cards and asks
him to shuffle and cut three times
and then look at the card from the
top of the deck. The audience
member looks at the card and then
randomly inserts it back into the
deck, and the deck again is cut
several times. Magically, Hydro 
is able to find the card. 

Although many would revel
in the trick, Hydro looks beyond
the magic to find the mathematical
implications. “This just shows that
after three shuffles, the deck really
isn’t that random after all,” he says.

According to his faculty men-
tor Associate Professor of Math
Bobette Thorsen, Hydro originally
saw great possibilities for his ability
to do card tricks if only he could
perfect the perfect shuffle. “In the
perfect shuffle, a dealer cuts a card
deck exactly in half. He or she then
meshes the two halves of the deck—one from the left, 
followed by one from the right—until all the cards are inter-
twined,” she explains. “Technically, through the perfect shuf-
fle, a dealer could place any card anywhere in the deck.” She
said this “shuffling” also has broader implications for improved
computer memory retrieval.

With support and advice from his faculty advisor, Hydro
spent most of his research during the first semester of this year
focused on perfect shuffling. For example, he learned an algo-
rithm for moving a card in an odd deck to any desired posi-
tion using only perfect shuffles. Unfortunately, his background
research on the project revealed that the ability to do a per-
fect shuffle is indeed a rarity. “Only 30 people in the world
can do consecutive perfect shuffling,” says Hydro, who admits
that he’s not one of the talented 30. 

So, he adapted his project to reflect a more realistic sce-
nario. “At first, the project started out calculating the number
of perfect shuffles it would take to get the card deck back in

its original order,” says Hydro. “Later, the project moved 
to calculating the number of normal shuffles it would take 
to randomize a deck of cards.”

During the past semester, he wrote a new program to
simulate normal or “riffle” shuffling. Through the program-
ming, he was able to calculate that his card trick works about
84 percent of the time. Hydro also ran thousands of simula-
tions looking at the distribution of the cards in the deck after
a series of shuffles. Through this process, he calculated that it
would take at least ten shuffles to truly randomize a deck. 

Defining the Mathematics Behind Card Shuffling

Join the Elizabethtown College Alumni Peace Fellowship
in its mission of affirming and promoting the values of peace, non-violence, human 
dignity and social justice in the global community.

Proposed ECAPF initiatives include:
• Student Grants for research or service toward peace and justice initiatives
• an Alumni Speakers Bureau to interact with students and nurture a new 

generation of peace workers
• an annual Peace Fellow Residency to generate classroom and public discussions
• Support for peace initiatives of the Center for Global Citizenship

To become part of the Elizabethtown College Alumni Peace
Fellowship and receive its mailings, please send your name,
mailing address and e-mail address to Mary Herr at 913 Pickett
Lane, Newark, DE 19711, or at mherr@udel.edu.

It’s the magic behind the cards that John Hydro ’06 defined during his senior honors-in-the-discipline project,
which analyzed the mathematics of shuffling. His faculty mentor for the project was Associate Professor of
Math Bobette Thorsen.
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C L A S S Notes

C L A S S  N o t e s

Class of ’52 
C. Gilbert Young was named Technologist of the
Year for 2005 for Lockheed Martin Simulation
Training and Support.

Reunion Class of ’56 
Jay Gibble writes, “I retired in 1998 as the founding
executive director of the Association of Brethren
Caregivers, a denominational agency within the
Church of the Brethren whose mission was to carry
out the caring ministries for the denomination. Those
included: (1) promoting whole-person health, 
(2) providing education and support activities for nurs-
ing and retirement communities, (3) coordinating
congregational deacon ministries, (4) planning for
older adult ministries—including a bi-annual national
conference, and (5) establishing support networks
and services for persons with special needs. My
tenure with the denomination began in 1981 and
concluded in 1998. Prior to that I served as pastor 
to four congregations and a brief time on judicatory
staff as a program director. Following seminary in
1959, I married Verda Faw. Together we had four
children. After 17 years, Verda and I were divorced.
She is presently completing her teaching career in
Kansas. I then married June Adams Miller. June had
two children to her previous marriage. Together we
have formed a rather close blended family of six 
children, 18 grandchildren and two great-grandchil-
dren—all living within 30 miles of our home in
Elgin, Ill.—the primary ‘joys and concerns’ of our
lives. (My wife June also served the denomination in
a variety of programs, mostly with worship and con-
gregational education.) Presently we are spending
our winters in Florida, having recently purchased a
double-wide ‘Home of Merit’ along a canal that con-
nects us to Istokpoga Lake at The Palms Estates in
Lorida, Fla. My primary reflection about the class of
1956 is: I can’t believe it is 50 years and I am sad-
dened that some already are gone from our midst.”
Jay can be reached at 847-695-4086 or jagibble@
sbeglobal.net. Harold Kreider writes, “Best wishes,
good health and I hope to see you all.” He can be
reached at 937-836-9420 or e.kreider@worldnet.att.net.
Vivian Sheller Kugle writes, “Retirement is wonder-
ful! I retired as the water safety and small craft 
specialist for the American Red Cross of the Susque-
hanna Valley on December 31, 2001. I continue to
teach swimming at Harrisburg Area Community
College and lifeguarding, first aid, CPR, AED, oxygen
administration and instructor courses as a volunteer
for the Red Cross. My travels have included Aruba,
Barbados, the Western Caribbean, Hong Kong and
Thailand. My family consists of two daughters, four
grandchildren and two great grandchildren.” Vivian
can be reached at 717-939-6640. Melvin Longenecker
writes, “We live in the greatest country in the world,
and life has been good. At the age of 71, I feel I have
been truly blessed. I have a loving wife of more than
47 years and three wonderful children along with
three equally wonderful grandchildren. I have been
retired for more than five years, enjoying that free-
dom along with the opportunity to travel. In spite of
two hip replacements and numerous knee problems,
my passion for tennis has not abated, and I am play-
ing tennis three to four times a week. I have scores
of fond memories and am thankful for the numerous
friendships I gained at E-town and am looking for-
ward to our 50th class reunion in May. Thank you for
the privilege of spending four exciting years together
during our College days.” Melvin can be reached at
717-545-2427 or swishmel@aol.com. Elva Jean
Lehman Miller writes, “After living in Madison, N.J.,
for 45 years, we (husband Jim and I) moved to Lititz,

Pa. We celebrated our 50th wedding anniversary on
December 26, 2005.” Elva can be reached at 717-
569-4766. Mary Louise Jackson Miller writes,
“Fiftieth reunions are very special events. Our high
school event is past. Now our E-town years are
about to flood back from our memories. I hope as
many of you as possible can enjoy our time together
at the reunion. Much of my time in the past ten years
has been spent with genealogy research, events and
reunions. Is it is truly astounding to meet nearly 650
of your extended family in one place on the same
day—as I was thrilled to do at the Engle Family
Reunion, which was held in Mount Joy during June
2004. Being an only child, I never saw such a family
gathering before. My research goes on. Probably
some of us are related. I’m quite certain Elton is one
of my York County kin. Hope to see you all soon.”
Mary Louise can be reached at 717-944-7364. Janet
Evans Mills writes, “My two-year experience at E-town
College was a life-changing one because I made
friends with a group of 10 or 12 girls who have been
closely knit ever since that time. We get together
several times a year and when one of us has a crisis,
all others are in touch. That part of my life is richer
because I attended E-town from 1952 to 1954.”
Janet can be reached at 717-867-1643 or goldfish@
lmf.net. Ralph Moyer writes, “Greetings from Lititz,
Pa., where I retired after 35 years of pastoral min-
istry. Currently, I am serving as a part-time interim
pastor at the Hempfield Church of the Brethren in
East Petersburg. My wife Annette also retired as an
interior designer. We now enjoy traveling (Alaska,
Mexico and the Canadian Rockies), playing tennis,
being grandparents (three children and four grand-
children), ballroom dancing, gardening and reading. 
I also go fishing on my boat, ‘Visitation.’ People
would call the church office and ask for me, and the
secretary would tell them, ‘He’s out on visitation.’
Annette and I will celebrate 50 years of happy mar-
riage next July. I look forward to seeing all of you on
May 20.” Ralph can be reached at 717-627-6060 or
rnamoyer@yahoo.com. Jesse Newcomer can be
reached at 717-243-1484. Kathryn “Kitty” Gish
Paone writes, “Sal ’57 and I live in Ocean City, N.J.
We both are retired from teaching. Our three children
and their families live nearby, so we get to attend
their activities. We enjoy traveling and Sal still plays
a lot of tennis. We’re looking forward to seeing our
friends from E-town College.” She can be reached at
609-399-6608 or KittyPaone@aol.com. Sun Kyung
Kim Park writes, “My warmest greetings from the
land of morning calm to the Class of 1956! I vividly
remember the smiling faces and welcoming ‘hi’ from
everyone … upstairs, downstairs, corridors and
shower room … as I stepped into the Fairview Hall
on a cold winter day of January 1953. First, my trib-
ute to Miss Vera Hackman, my guardian during my
E-town years, who was always kind and thoughtful,
yet very professional. I returned to Korea in 1959
upon graduation from the University of Pennsylvania
with a master’s degree in social work and became a
professor at Ewha Women’s University. I went
around the world with my diplomat husband—doc-
torate in political science and a former Wharton 
professor—and with my family for the last 30 years.
His last post was the ambassador to the United
Nations in New York. Wish you all good health and
happiness throughout the years ahead.” She can be
reached at 822-444-7036 or momskkim@yahoo.com.
Doris Welch Passante writes, “My husband and I
both retired in 1993 (he from school administration
and I from 25 years as a real estate broker). We trav-
eled a lot and enjoyed retirement until his death in
2005. I am in the process of moving to an active
adult community. There doesn’t seem to be enough
time for all my activities (bridge, Beta Sigma Phi
sorority, church, Red Hat group, book groups,

Elderhostels, etc.). Also, I enjoy my three children
and five grandchildren.” Doris can be reached at
610-444-5291 or dfpassante@aol.com. George Paul
writes that he is still playing tennis. He can be
reached at 717-243-1780 or gpaul@pa.net. Zoe
Proctor writes, “Since I have almost never con-
tributed to the Class Notes, perhaps an update is 
in order. After graduation from E-town, I went to
Bucknell University, spent a year working in solid
state physics at Philco Corporation in Philadelphia.
In 1959, I came back to campus as a two-year, 
sabbatical-leave replacement for Dr. Berkebile in
chemistry. Thirty-seven years of teaching organic
chemistry later, I retired from the College. I worked
with many of the same professors and staff we had
as undergraduates, including: Oscar Stambaugh,
Bessie and Charles Apgar, Vera Hackman and A.C.
Baugher. I also spent a year or so at the University 
of Delaware in graduate work. Teaching at the
College was a very satisfying experience. At least
three times, I had the opportunity of teaching the
son or daughter of a former student. Past students
are now involved in many diverse occupations in
many countries. Many of you can agree that Christa
McAuliffe was right when she said, ‘I touch the
future, I teach.’ Since retirement, I have found lots 
of things to do and some of them found me. I do
some volunteer work at my church, act as treasurer
of a local Christian Woman’s club, do lots of flower
gardening, am entertained by two cats and a dog,
baby-sit my neighbor’s two dogs, read, stay in touch
with relatives (total of 18 nieces and nephews and
two surviving sisters), go to Curves (don’t laugh),
have had extensive remodeling done on my house
and haven’t touched the trunk full of crafts that I was
going to get to when I retired and had the time.” Zoe
can be reached at 717-367-2316 or proctorz@
earthlink.net. Nancy Bishop Risser writes, “I am
looking forward to our reunion and seeing my class-
mates. I have enjoyed traveling in the United States
and abroad. Our daughter Ann Risser Beal is a 
graduate of E-town, Class of ’94. She has three chil-
dren: Shawn, 7; Evan, 3; and Delaney, 2.” Nancy can
be reached at 717-733-2405. Rita Zug Shearer can
be reached at 717-545-3328. Robert Sherk can be
reached at 717-684-3261 or myrbos@juno.com.
Bruce Smith writes, “What does our golden anniver-
sary mean to me? This special anniversary has
caused me to reminisce not only about my years at
Elizabethtown College, but also my life. In reflection,
I realize that Elizabethtown College influenced me
more than I ever imagined! Our College motto
‘Educate for Service’ prepared me for teaching and
later for a life of public service as a state representa-
tive. I fondly remember my freshman research paper
on Dwight ‘Ike’ Eisenhower’s 1952 campaign for
president. My first election victories were at
Elizabethtown. Our sophomore year, I won my first
contested election to the Student Senate; our junior
year, I won a two-vote victory for vice president of
Student Senate. I quickly learned the importance 
of one vote! In 1980, I became the first E-town 
graduate ever elected to the Pennsylvania House 
of Representatives. Now there are three of us!
Elizabethtown prepared the Class of ’56 for life and
service. I will never forget our four wonderful years
at Elizabethtown College and can hardly believe that
a half a century has passed since we graduated!
Congratulations on our 50th reunion.” Bruce can be
contacted at 717-432-2060 or bsmith@pahousegop.com.
Janet Trimmer can be reached at 717-354-0970 or
jmtrim@epix.net. Arthur Werner Jr. writes, “Upon
graduation from Elizabethtown College, I was
appointed as aviation officer candidate in the U.S.
Navy. When I graduated from pre-flight training, 
I was commissioned an ensign and entered flight
training. After flight training, I served three years 

as a drone pilot. I married a Christian widow in
September 1964, who had three young children.
Later, we had two more sons. I was employed as 
an accountant in the auditor-controller’s office of the
County of Riverside in Riverside, Calif. I retired from
the County of Riverside in September 1987 with
nearly 23 years of service. My position at the time 
of retirement was chief of the general accounting
division. My wife died from lung cancer in July 1992.
I remarried another Christian widow in September
1996. She has eight children and 30 grandchildren
from her first marriage. I have 15 grandchildren from
my first marriage. My wife is owner of Metro Golf
Cars of Fort Worth, Texas. She is actively involved in
the management of the business, along with several
of her sons.” He can be reached at 817-377-4526
or artbev@SBCglobal.net. John Wolf writes, “I have
many fond memories of my four years at E.C., which
include some lifelong friendships that I made there.”
John can be reached at 717-393-0104 or johnw@
supernet.com. Carl Wolgemuth can be reached at
570-962-6414 or chw1@psu.edu. 

Class of ’57
David Boorse was featured in the Souderton
Independent in December 2005. Sal Paone
(See Reunion Class of ’56).

Class of ’58
James Pannebaker and his five-year legal battle 
to protect the Wesley United Methodist Church 
was featured in the Middletown Press and Journal.
Arguing that a new parking lot is a “reasonable
necessity” to the existence of the church, he won his
case before the Pennsylvania Supreme Court, saving
the church about $1,000 per year in taxes and possi-
bly setting a precedent that may help other older
churches in the Commonwealth. 

Class of ’61
Carl Hallgren was promoted to vice chairman of 
the board for both the Union National Financial
Corporation and the Union National Community Bank. 

Class of ’63
S. Dale High and his business, The High Companies,
were featured in the Lancaster Sunday News.

Class of ’64
John Hertzler exhibited his wood and stone sculp-
tures at Elizabethtown College. His work also has
been displayed at the Doshi Gallery, the Pennsylvania
State Museum, the Hagerstown Art Museum and
Messiah College.

Class of ’67
Charles Procopio was featured in the Atlantic City
Weekly in December 2005 in an article that mentioned
his career and victory over cancer of the vocal chords.
Ellen Overgaard Slupe is an artist, writer and 

co-director of Pfenninger Gallery
in Lancaster, Pa. She exhibited
her art at her third invitational
exhibit in Italy. Her art also was
juried into Pennsylvania Art of
the State 2005, one of only 200
entries chosen. Additionally, Ellen
publishes a monthly review of
central Pennsylvania art exhibits
in a publication called Art Matters. 

Elizabethtown College

Alumni
Martha Roland Seibert ’34 
October 22, 2005

Leah Musser Zuck ’37
January 20, 2006

Grace Loucks ’39
January 27, 2006

Clyde Stoner ’41
March 9, 2006

E. Ruth Royer Douple ’42
March 22, 2006

Allen Webster ’42
March 6, 2006

Albert Brayman ’49
March 11, 2006

James Snavely ’49
January 26, 2006

Revere Stoner ’49
April 2, 2006

Jack Rotunda ’50
January 18, 2006

William Schneider ’52
July 17, 2005

Elmer Kunkel ’53
March 12, 2006

William Moore ’55 
January 23, 2006

James Hoover ’56
May 14, 2000

Ruth Miller Stauffer ’62
February 10, 2006

William Lunsford ’66
January 13, 2006

Frank Wickenheiser ’66
February 22, 2006

Janice Keeney Kline ’71
February 20, 2006

Dr. Geary Batastini ’73
December 17, 2005

Cheever Buckbee ’73
November 24, 2005

Debra Martin Hess ’73
November 25, 2005

Keith Gangewere ’76
February 3, 2006

J. Horace Martin ’79
August 8, 2005

Deborah Blair Bux ’81
January 21, 2006

Lisa Wienbrock Strobert ’87
February 22, 2006

Amy Seifrit Bryant ’96
March 5, 2006

Christopher Reed ’02
October 12, 2005

Faculty and Friends
Virginia Hunter Burkey
December 25, 2005
Fine and Performing Arts

Doris Lewis
January 20, 2006
Office of the President 
Elizabethtown College Auxiliary

Grayce Elnora Mengel
December 16, 2005
Office of the President 
Department of Institutional 
Advancement

Doris Hedrick
April 13, 2006
Office of Personal and 
Career Counseling

Ellen Overgaard
Slupe ’67 

Passages
The Elizabethtown College community celebrates the lives of these alumni and friends and extends sympathy to the families of those whose passings are noted here.
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Class of ’68
Thomas Risser practices medicine in Cambridge,
Mass., and holds an assistant professorship in medi-
cine at Harvard Medical School. He is board-certified
in internal medicine, cardiology and critical care
medicine and is a senior FAA aviation medical exam-
iner. This is his 30th year as a Navy medical officer
and flight surgeon. He supported the Marine Corp’s
6th Civil Affairs Group in Iraq.

Class of ’69
Dale Matt (See Reunion Class of ’70).

Class of ’70
Martha Abbott Matt is a part-time library aide in the
Manheim Township (Pa.) School District. She volun-
teers at the Highland Presbyterian Church. She fondly
remembers meeting husband Dale ’69 at the 1968
Halloween dance in Schlosser. The Abbotts can be
reached at 451 Teddy Ave., Lancaster, PA 17601;
717-569-7711; mamatt01@comcast.net.

Class of ’71
Gary Myers was elected president-elect of the
American Association for Clinical Chemistry in
August 2005. Jamie Rowley was elected president
of the Elizabethtown Area Board of School Directors.
He is the chief administrative officer at Wenger’s
Feed Mill, Inc. 

Class of ’73
James Shreiner was named senior administrative
services officer for Fulton Financial Corporation. 

Class of ’74 
Kenneth Ehrhart was named director of York County
Children and Youth Services. Rosalie Gluchoff
Frudakis and her business partner lent a replica of 
a statue of a hooded Molly Maguire to stand in silent
testimony on the steps of the Pennsylvania Capitol
Building during the March 2006 case that pleaded 
for the posthumous pardon of John “Yellow Jack”
Donahoe, an alleged member of the group. Michael
Maurer was promoted to senior vice president and
commercial real estate manager at Union National
Community Bank. John Wertz—after a 25-year career
in law enforcement—joined Keller-Williams Realty. 

Class of ’75 
Lawrence Reich was
appointed human
resources partner for Ross
Buehler Falk & Company,
LLP, a position in which he
oversees personnel issues.
He also is continuing as
tax partner, counseling
clients regarding tax liabili-
ties, compliance and advo-
cacy. Bruce Sensenig will
become the new superin-
tendent of Cocalico School District in July 2006.

Class of ’79
Joyce Goforth Skradzinski was promoted to execu-
tive director of the Salem County Chapter of the
American Red Cross.

Class of ’80 
Donald Anderson and Scott Baker, who own several
central Pennsylvania stores in the Cardtique chain,
were featured in a story in the Elizabethtown Chronicle.

Class of ’81
F. Allen Artz played at an organ recital at St. Stephen’s
Church in January 2006. He is the director of music
at Far Brook School and director of music and organist
at the Roman Catholic Church of Our Lady of Sorrows
in South Orange. A fund has been established in
memory of Deborah Blair Bux. Checks should be
made payable to Blair’s Battle Memorial Fund and
sent care of J.S. Knopf, 1025 Springhouse Dr.,
Ambler, PA 19002. Questions can be sent to jsknopf@
verizon.net. Kathleen Grace—director of the Swarth-
more College Bookstore—is president-elect of the
National Association of College Stores. She recently
was featured in the journal College Store Executive. 

Class of ’83 
Jeffrey Bleacher was
appointed operations partner
for Ross Buehler Falk &
Company, LLP. In this posi-
tion, he oversees day-to-day
management of the firm and
executes marketing programs.
Barbara Lockard Gaunt
earned her designation as 
a certified hand therapist. 

Class of ’84
Constance Vathis Beck was named vice president
and private banking relationship manager at Fulton
Financial Advisors. Beth Maloney Klinger (See
Reunion Class of ’86). Lorie Hart Parmer was
appointed community life manager for Luther Acres
in Lititz, Pa. She also serves as a social worker 
for all independent living on the campus. James
Testerman, vice president of the Pennsylvania State
Education Association (PSEA), spoke at a special
reception that honored 13 public school students 
for winning essays.

Class of ’85
Loren Martin (See Reunion Class of ’86). Joan Zinn
Walter (See Reunion Class of ’86). Amy McLane
Young is weekend on-air talent at WQCD, a Heritage
New York City radio station. She also teaches English
as a part-time faculty member at the Bradley Academy
for the Visual Arts in York, Pa. 

Reunion Class of ’86 
David Jones is the head women’s soccer coach at
Temple University. He and wife Heidi Hausner Jones ’90
have a son and a daughter. David enjoys coaching
youth sports. In fall 2005, he was elected to the Ira
R. Herr Athletics Hall of Fame. David can be reached
at 805 Vassar Dr., Hatfield, PA 19440; 215-721-5924;
socjones@temple.edu. David Klinger is the president
and chief operating officer of PPC Lubricants Inc. 
He and wife Beth Maloney Klinger ’84 have two
daughters and can be reached at 1221 Galway Ct.,
Hummelstown, PA 17036; 717-566-1381; dbklinger@
comcast.net. Kay Heltzel Kulp helps husband
Edward operate their dairy farm. She enjoys home
schooling her six children and is active at Coventry
Church of the Brethren as a deacon and a Bible study
leader. The Kulps can be reached at 593 Spiece Rd.,
Pottstown, PA 19465; 610-323-0994. Lisa Gafgen
MacMain and husband David have three sons and
one daughter. She enjoys art, reading, volunteer
work and Bible study. The MacMains can be reached
at 18 Buckwalter Rd., Audubon, PA 19403; 610-650-
0278; gafmac@comcast.net. Linda Brecht Marr is
communications director at Advanta. She and hus-
band Warren have one son and two daughters. The
Marrs can be reached at 1203 Longmeadow, Yardley,
PA 19067; 215-321-2183; lbrechtmarr@advanta.com.
Beth Bucher Martin is a receptionist in the office of
Lewis A. Storb, D.M.D. She and husband Loren ’85
have three daughters. The Martins can be reached at 
106 Lynwood Dr., P.O. Box 189, Terre Hill, PA 17581;
717-445-4019; lbmartin@frontiernet.net. John
McDonnell is an agency management specialist at
Selective Insurance. He earned several professional
designations, including chartered property casualty
underwriter and certified insurance counselor. 
John and wife Noel have a daughter and son. The
McDonnells can be reached at 4694 Aziza Rd., 
New Tripoli, PA 18066; 610-298-8832. Nancy Scaff
McGinley, husband John and their son can be
reached at P.O. Box 97, Corona, NM 88318; 505-
849-0089; nancym@plateautel.net. Stacey Fox
Mikita is a vaccine specialty representative with
Merck & Company, Inc. She and husband Steve can
be reached at 7 Henley Pl., Pennington, NJ 08534;
609-468-0555; staceymikita@aol.com. Thomas Pifer
is an attorney at Gonzalez, Rolon, Valdespino and
Rodriguez. He earned a master’s degree in interna-
tional management from The University of Texas at
Dallas and a juris doctorate from Texas Wesleyan
School of Law. Thomas and wife Catherine have a
son and daughter. The Pifers can be reached at 720
Greenway Dr., Coppell, TX 75019; 972-462-9170;
pifertom@verizon.net. Ingrid Gaither Pipher is 
a sales consultant with Furniture Medic. She and 
husband Davis have one son and can be reached 
at 9301 Ocala St., Silver Spring, MD 20901; 301-
589-7519; grabear@starpower.net. Deborah Rider
is an occupational therapist at Hand Surgery and
Rehab. She is involved with the American Occu-
pational Therapy Association and National Board 

for Certification in Occupational Therapy, Inc., and
has been recognized as a certified hand therapist.
Deborah and her son can be reached at 110 Ashby
Ct., Mt. Laurel, NJ 08054; 856-722-7057; drier1234@
aol.com. Mark Shade is deputy director of communi-
cations with the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. He
volunteers at his church and with soccer. In 2002,
Mark was named the College’s Distinguished
Alumnus. He, wife Julie and their daughter can be
reached at 1638 Lowell Ln., New Cumberland, PA
17070; 717-580-2138; markshade@excite.com.
Jacqueline Carson Taylor is a pediatrician at
Pediatrics Care of York. She and her three children
can be reached at 560 Maywood Rd., York, PA
17402; 717-757-0008; hanjabe@suscom.net. Beverly
Reeves Thompson is a part-time teacher at Supplee
Church Nursery School. She and husband Keith have
four daughters. Beverly volunteers at her children’s
school. The Thompsons can be reached at 483
Herald Dr., Ambler, PA 19002; 215-793-9016;
keithlthompson@verizon.net. Jennifer Klein Tuori 
is a teacher in the Downingtown Area School District.
She volunteers at the Pennsylvania State Education
Association regional office and at her church.
Recently, Jennifer was nominated for the Disney
Teacher Award. She, husband John and their two
sons can be reached at 609 Pancoast Ln.,
Downingtown, PA 19335; 610-518-0383; jtuori@
comcast.net. Brian Walter is regional commercial
manager at M&T Bank. He and wife Joan Zinn
Walter ’85 have two sons and a daughter. Brian is 
a board member of the Juvenile Diabetes Research
Foundation and Leadership Howard Country and a
board member and treasurer of the Howard County
Arts Council and the Columbia Foundation. The
Walters can be reached at 13721 Barberry Way,
Sykesville, MD 21784; 410-489-4301; bswjmw@
comcast.net. Kathryn Charles Walter volunteers 
with the American Cancer Society and Relay for Life.
She, husband Darrell ’88 and their son and daughter
can be reached at 744 Furnace Hills Pike, Lititz, PA
17543; 717-627-5032; kathywalter@dejazzd.com.
Dianna Reed Wills is a partner at Editorial Enter-
prises, Inc. She and husband Michael have one son
and three daughters. Dianna volunteers with the Arts
and Culture Board. The Wills family can be reached
at 107 Countryside Ln., Marietta, PA 17547; 717-426-
3131. Frank Workman is in store management at
Weis Markets, Inc. Recently, he sponsored Musikfest.
Frank and wife Cindy can be reached at 1614
Stanford Rd., Bethlehem, PA 18018; 610-861-4770.

Class of ’87 
Joseph Beck was appointed president of Sovereign
Bank’s central Pennsylvania market. John Snader
was appointed to the board of directors of Hospice

of Lancaster County. He is an executive with Ephrata
Community Hospital. 

Class of ’88 
Darrell Walter (See Reunion Class of ’86).

Class of ’89 
Annette Flamini Varrato (See Reunion Class of ’91).

Class of ’90 
Karen Vannucci Biondolillo joined The High
Companies as a group controller for real estate and
construction. Heidi Hausner Jones (See Reunion
Class of ’86). 

Reunion Class of ’91
Carolyn Tullio Jenkins is involved in the Parent-
Teacher Association in the local school system and
Mothers of Preschoolers. Her husband Jay is assis-
tant district attorney for Northampton County, Pa.,
and volunteers as a Cub Scout den leader. The
Jenkins and their son and daughter can be reached
at 1537 Englewood St., Bethlehem, PA 18017; 610-
868-2904; teamjenkins@rcn.com. Maryann
DeFilippo Jones is a social worker for Hospice of
Central Pennsylvania. She, husband John and their
daughter can be reached at 3864 Brisban St.,
Harrisburg, PA 17111; 717-561-0904; littleone0603@
yahoo.com. Lori Gosweiler Jorgenson teaches fifth
grade at West Avenue School. She volunteers at her
church as a Sunday school teacher. Lori, husband
Todd and their two daughters can be reached at 
27 Finley Rd., Bridgeton, NJ 08302; 856-455-8931;
jorg3907@yahoo.com. Melissa Brall Keenan is a
librarian who enjoys linguistics and the Czech 
language. She, husband Jim and their son can be
reached at 1805 Crystal Dr. #1002, Arlington, VA
22202; 703-271-0371; mbrall@hotmail.com. Kami
Curtis Lake is a social worker employed by the
School Board of Manatee County (Fla.). Her crisis
work in the aftermath of Hurricane Charley was 
recognized with an award of appreciation. She volun-
teers mentoring children. Kami, husband Brian ’92
and their two daughters can be reached at 311 
31st St. West, Bradenton, FL 34205; 941-747-6751;
lakekami@yahoo.com. John Lerch is the director 
of retail strategies for Giant Food Stores. He is a
member of St. Paul’s United Methodist Church, 
the Elizabethtown Lions Club and the Abraham 
C. Treichler Lodge #682 of the Free and Accepted
Masons. He and wife Jennifer were married on
October 5, 2002. They can be reached at 2456 Ridge
Rd., Elizabethtown, PA 17022; 717-367-5449; 

Jim Baugher ’57 

Recognized by Milton Area School District

It came as a surprise to no one but Jim Baugher ’57 when the Milton Area School District
decided to recognize his service of more than 30 years by naming one of the district’s ele-

mentary schools in his honor. On October 21, 2006—about a dozen years after the former
superintendent’s retirement from the district—the James F. Baugher Elementary School 
was dedicated in a ceremony that included this Elizabethtown alumnus, his wife Mary, two 
of their children and their families, and his brother-in law Max Fisher and wife Lindi.

Baugher’s work in the district began in the classroom in 1962. Two years later, he
accepted the position of junior high principal, which he held for three years. And, for the 
27 years that followed, Baugher served the district as superintendent.

In reflecting on his career, Baugher counts himself as fortunate to have worked in the
district. “It was an enjoyable experience,” he recalls. “I worked with some wonderful people.”
During his tenure, Baugher and his colleagues took on the Herculean task of bringing the 
district’s buildings—many of which were constructed in the 1800s—into the 21st century.
The district was forced to close and replace four elementary schools, remodel a couple other
elementary schools and build a new junior high. While supervising this significant building
program, Baugher also worked with “an extremely fine group of teachers” on the ever-
continuing work of updating the district’s curriculum.

In addition to earning his bachelor’s degree from Elizabethtown College, Baugher 
also earned his master’s from Temple, his superintendent’s letter of eligibility from Lehigh

University and his doctorate from
the University of Virginia. After
graduating from Elizabethtown,
Baugher began teaching at Donegal
High School in Mount Joy, Pa., 
in 1957. His career in education
spanned a total of 37 years. In
addition, he also taught 17 years 
as adjunct faculty at Bucknell
University. Now retired, he and
his wife live in Virginia, the 
commonwealth in which his 
three children live. 

Elizabethtown College

Elizabethtown College

Jeffrey Bleacher ’83

Lawrence Reich ’75

Jim Baugher ’57 and his family attended the October 2006 dedica-
tion of the James F. Baugher Elementary School, which was named
in recognition of the alumnus’ more than 30 years of service in the
Milton Area School District.
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j2bl4@comcast.net. Elizabeth Gaukler McMahan
volunteers at her two children’s schools, with Cub
Scouts and Girl Scouts, and at her church. The
McMahans can be reached at 62 Redgrove Park,
Hatherely, Cheltenham, Gloucestershire, GL516QY,
ENGLAND; elizabeth.mcmahan@btinternet.com.
Anne Miller-Thomas is a nuclear medicine technolo-
gist for Wellspan Health. She volunteers at the
Young Women’s Club of York. Anne fondly remem-
bers her recent vacation to Cabo San Lucas. She and
husband Brian can be contacted at 8 South Keesey
St., York, PA 17402; 717-757-1475; Prissyand32teeth@
aol.com. Chris Morgan is the director of athletics at
Goldey-Beacom College. He and wife Melissa Zeigler
Morgan ’98 can be reached at 125 Shinnecock Hill,
Avondale, PA 19311; 610-268-0750; morgancm@
comcast.net. Brenda Walker Panner works in the
human resources department at Lockheed Martin
Corporation. She earned her master’s degree in
human resources from Villanova University and
World at Work certifications in compensation 
and benefits. She and husband Steve have three
sons and can be reached at 531 Creekview Dr.,
Harleysville, PA 19438; 215-256-6981. Melissa
“Missy” Little Plotkin is the director of public affairs
for Planned Parenthood of Central Pennsylvania. She
volunteers with Olivia’s House, the Salvation Army,
Junior Achievement, the Junior Miss Program and
Hugh O’Brian Youth Leadership, which named her
volunteer of the year. She, husband Jason and their
daughter can be reached at 1533 First Ave., York, PA
17403; 717-578-8633; malplotkin@yahoo.com.
Stephanie Carpenter Quinn is a teacher and coun-
selor for White Township (Pa.) School. She earned
her master’s degree in counseling. Stephanie, hus-
band Dennis and their three children can be reached
at 2728 Liberty St., Easton, PA 18045; 610-253-8508;
sdquinn@bellatlantic.net. DawnMarie Anderson
Risley is staff psychiatrist for St. Francis Hospital.
Recently, she graduated from residency and later
was named chief of residency. She and husband
Mike Jessop can be reached at P.O. Box 141,
Gardiner, NY 12525; 845-901-0521. Debbie Shaw
Roncace is the business administrator for Mantua
Township (N.J.) Public Schools. She earned her 
certified public accountant license. Debbie, husband
Craig and their three children can be reached at 
512 Westmont Ave., Westmont, NJ 08108; 856-833-
0833; cronc@comcast.net. Colleen Kelty Ryan
teaches in the Toms River Schools. She volunteers
as class mom for her son’s and daughter’s classes.
Colleen fondly remembers her family’s trip to Belize.
She, husband Jeffrey and their children can be
reached at 69 Grand Ave., Toms River, NJ 08753;
732-286-9339; cjryan69@aol.com. Trisha Starace
Sanders is a research analyst for Rite Aid. She vol-
unteers at St. Pete’s Catholic Church, with Highway
Cleanup, the Veteran Administration Hospital, Relay
for Life and the American Lung Association. Trisha
and her daughter can be reached at 188 Foxbury Dr.,
Elizabethtown, PA 17022; 717-580-7731; ilvprple31169@
yahoo.com. Jennifer “Jen” Morin Schlegel is a 
consultant. She enjoys coaching her three sons’
activities and volunteers in her children’s schools and
through their church. Jennifer, husband David ’94 and
their children were named 2005 Family of the Year
by the Knights of Columbus Council. The Schlegels
can be reached at 16 Park Circle, Camp Hill, PA
17011; 717-761-3638; jschlegel1987@yahoo.com.
Timna Royer Shaw is an occupational therapist at
Carroll Hospital Center and an independent consult-
ant/unit leader with Creative Memories. She volun-
teers with the Pleasant Valley Volunteer Fire Company
as an EMT and is a peer counselor with the Carroll
County (Md.) Critical Incident Stress Team. She
fondly remembers visiting Europe with husband
Forrest. The Shaws can be reached at 2526 Hughes
Shop Rd., Westminster, MD 21158; 410-848-1645;
timnacmc@adelphia.net. William “Bill” Smith is
vice president for public policy at SIECUS. He volun-
teers extensively with a variety of organizations,
including serving as board member of Metro Teen
AIDS and Kensington Arts Theater, as a member 
of the Adolescent Sexual Health Advisory Council 
on Latin America and the Caribbean, and with the
Pan-American Health Organization. Bill is a doctoral
student in politics at Catholic University of America.
He can be reached at 219A E. Windsor Ave.,
Alexandria, VA 22301; 703-549-6681; willismith_2000@
yahoo.com. Christine Gallagher Stambaugh is a
registered nurse and funeral director. She is the
bridal show chairman for the Haddon Fortnightly
Juniors. Chris and her daughter can be reached at
366 Unionville Rd., Glassboro, NJ 08028; 856-863-
8843; chrisysangels@comcast.net. Kelli Gray
Strawser teaches chemistry in the Juniata County
(Pa.) School District. She has been listed in “Who’s
Who Among America’s Teacher” every year since
2001. Kelli is a Sunday school teacher and advises

various clubs at her high school. She, husband Brian
and their two children can be reached at R.R. 1 Box
216C, Port Royal, PA 17082; 717-527-4533;
bkstrawser@yahoo.com. Megan White Sutterfield
is an environmental education teacher for the
Springfield Area School District. She and husband
Dennis ’04 have four children. The family can be
reached at 524 Washington St., Royersford, PA
19468; 610-948-9289; sutterfield@att.net. Tina Rahn
Swink is a community services liaison with the
Developmental Disabilities Administration of the
State of Maryland. She volunteers as an assistant
Brownie leader, in Sunday school and with the
Parent-Teacher Organization. Tina fondly remembers
her extended family vacation to Acadia National Park.
She, husband David and their three children can be
reached at 11743 Anthony Hwy., Waynesboro, PA
17268; 717-762-3567. Amy Herman Thompson
teaches chemistry for Hempfield Schools. Her work
was recognized in 2004 with an award for the
Outstanding Chemistry Teacher in Southeastern
Pennsylvania. Her husband Jeffrey Thompson is 
a professor at York College of Pennsylvania. They
and their two children reside at 165 School Ln.,
Landisville, PA 17538; 717-898-3436; amy_thompson@
hempfieldsd.org; jthompso@ycp.edu. Ron Tomasello
is media relations coordinator for Camden County,
N.J. He served three terms on town council. Ron can
be reached at 561 White Horse Pike, Elm, NJ 08037;
609-567-2012; ronaldtomasello@comcast.net.
William Ushler is associate director of admissions
at Girard College. He earned his master’s degree in
counseling from Shippensburg University. William
has acted in local independent films and enjoys
sports, music and theater. He is a member of the
West Chester Film Festival Committee. In June 2005,
William completed the San Diego marathon and mar-
ried Tricia. The Ushlers can be reached at 2014 Floral
Dr., Wilmington, DE 19810; 484-467-5908; ushlives@
yahoo.com. Shane Varner is a district safety advisor
for the Pennsylvania Turnpike Commission. He vol-
unteers on the personnel committee at his local
sports/fitness center. Shane fondly remembers his
recent 14-day trip to China. He, wife Krista Eagler
Varner ’93 and their daughter can be reached at R.R.
2 Box 1024, Mifflintown, PA 17059; 717-463-9368.
Jay Varrato is a neurologist at Lehigh Valley
Hospital. He and wife Annette Flamini Varrato ’89
have three children and can be reached at 6721
Windermere Ct., Allentown, PA 18104; 610-391-
0339; Jay.Varrato@LVH.com. Linda Vondercrone
is a paralegal for the law firm of Wilson, Morrow,
Broderick, Tompkins & Flynn. She earned her associ-
ate’s degree in business –paralegal studies. Linda
volunteers as an assistant soccer coach for her son’s
team. She and her two children can be reached at
1060 Sumneytown Pk., Lansdale, PA 19446; 267-
263-0175; lindavondercrone@yahoo.com. Kenneth
Wagner-Pizza is an Episcopal priest at Church of 
St. John the Evangelist. He volunteers with the Red
Cross. Kenneth earned his master’s of divinity degree
from Virginia Theological Seminary. He, wife
Rebecca Wagner-Pizza ’92 and their son can be
reached at 16 W. Third St., Essington, PA 19029;
610-521-1919; wp93@msn.com. Debbie Gress
Walker teaches third grade at the Chestnut Hill
Academy. She and her two children can be reached
at 622 Custis Rd., Glenside, PA 19038. Stacy Bailey
Winslow is a K-12 social studies curriculum coordi-
nator for Manheim Township (Pa.) School District.
She recently began her doctoral studies. Stacy vol-
unteers with various church and school activities.
She fondly remembers running her first 5K and
watching her husband Bart complete the Marine
Corps Marathon. The Winslows and their two daugh-
ters can be reached at 229 Plum St., Elizabethtown,
PA 17022; 717-361-9663; bew3@comcast.net.

Class of ’92 
Brian Lake (See Reunion Class of ’91). Abigail
Shoemaker Scott and husband Derek ’95 welcomed
their first son, James Alan, on March 8, 2006. The
family lives in West Chester, Pa. Joseph Stanzione
teaches fifth grade and will be a team leader in the
upcoming academic year at the American School
Foundation of Monterrey in Mexico. In 2004, he
earned his master’s degree in educational leadership
from the College of New Jersey. Joseph plans to
continue teaching abroad in a variety of countries.
Rebecca Wagner-Pizza (See Reunion Class of ’91).

Class of ’93 
Holly Wolff Jackson earned her certification as a
project management professional. She is an associ-
ate for Booz Allen Hamilton in Quantico, Va. She 
can be contacted at jackson_holly@bah.com. Angela
Rosenberry Krom was recognized by the Chambers-

burg Public Opinion for Women’s History Month.
She is chief deputy district attorney in the Franklin
County (Pa.) District Attorney’s office. Jeffrey Leidig
was promoted to business development officer in 
the retirement services division at Fulton Financial
Advisors. Sean Rowe was promoted to credit man-

ager at Town & Country
Leasing. In this position,
he is responsible for oper-
ational logistics, debt
restructuring and credit
request review and
approval. Krista Eagler
Varner (See Reunion Class
of ’91). Katherine Savare
Zimmerman (See Reunion   
Class of ’96).

Class of ’94 
Ann Risser Beal (See Reunion Class of ’56.) Beth
Gerber is membership director for the Lancaster
Chamber of Commerce and Industry. Sheila
Goldinger and Philip Pizur Jr. were married July 23,
2005. Sheila is a certified public accountant at Royal
Ahold, Netherlands. Timothy Guhl joined The High
Companies as a group controller. Valerie Degler
Purinton was named vice president and marketing
manager for Harleysville National Bank. In this posi-
tion, she heads communications and oversees adver-
tising, public relations and Web site management.
David Schlegel (See Reunion Class of ’91). Joshua
Sprinkle and Antoinette Springborg recently were
married. Joshua is employed by Bullfrog Films. The
couple resides in Ruscombmanor Township, Pa. 

Class of ’95 
Teresa Ritchie Ambrosius and husband John wel-
comed son, Joseph Niels, on February 24, 2006. Amy
Matas Bolesky and husband Marc welcomed their
first child, Mary Cecilia, on December 30, 2005. Aaron
Cargas was named vice president of Cargas Systems.
Amy Ruddock and John Kennedy were married on
May 27, 2005. Michael Schlotterbeck (See Reunion
Class of ’96). Derek Scott (See Class of ’92). 

Reunion Class of ’96 
Bridget Baird and Mark Francescone were married
on July 31, 2005. Bridget is a special education
teacher in the public schools in Boston, Mass.,
where the couple lives. Krista Beach and Randy
Bevan were married in September 2005 on the
shores of Cape May, N.J. The couple lives in
Lancaster, Pa. (See photo on page 19.) Tracy Gilbert
Jacobs and husband Brendan have one son and two
daughters. She is a contract social worker for the
Candle of Hope Adoption Center. Tracy volunteered
for the O’Malley for Governor campaign and other
political grassroots efforts. The family can be
reached at 9310 Colesville Rd., Silver Spring, MD
20901; 301-920-1610; tracy.j@rcn.com. Laurie
Melson Jentes and husband Eric were married
December 4, 2004. (See photo on page 19.) She is 
a writer and producer for Center City Film and Video.
Laurie can be reached at ljentes@stage3productions.com.
Lori Jones is a proofreader and office manager for
Masthof Bookstore and Press. She, husband David
and their son can be reached at 24 Lenape Dr.,
Morgantown, PA 19543. Tina Yingling Kissinger
is self-employed. She serves as a mentor, president
of the Marietta Area Business Association, and edi-
tor/owner of The Marietta Traveler. She and husband
Ron live at 37 W. Walnut St., Marietta, PA 17547;
matraveler@hotmail.com. Amy Keich Kistler sings 
in her church choir and is a church council member.
She, husband Bruce and their daughters can be
reached at 332 Clarke St., Tamaqua, PA 18252; 570-
668-2638; amy_kistler@verizon.net. Elizabeth Koury
is a research scientist at Wyeth. She can be reached
at 1011 Bellview Ave., Pottstown, PA 19464; 610-
718-0671. Alison Labbate is an editor at Blackwell
Publishing. She and husband Peter Labella have
three daughters. The family can be reached at 
4 Warwick Rd., Franklin, MA 02038; alabbate@
excite.com. Jennifer Gebhart Lawrence is self-
employed and a professor for Mount St. Mary’s
University. She and husband Paul have a son and
daughter. Jennifer earned her master’s degree in
reading. The Lawrences can be reached at 151 White
Hall Rd., Littlestown, PA 17340; 717-338-9109;
jlawrence@superpa.net. Stephen Liples is a manager
for Enterprise Rent-A-Car. He and wife Jara have a
son and daughter. Stephen teaches Sunday school
and collects books, antiques and anything about
Leonard Cohen. The Liples family can be reached at
1 Highland Dr., Camp Hill, PA 17011; 717-612-9769;

stephenb.liples@erac.com. Dana Milliron Long
is the supervising occupational therapist at DuBois
Regional Medical Center. She and husband Steve
have two daughters. Dana volunteers at Parent-
Teacher Association activities. She recently was
named supervisor and employee of the month. The
Longs can be reached at 992 Bottom Rd., Rockton,
PA 15856; 814-583-7974. Alexandra Ettinger
Martyn is a reinsurance broker for Benfield Inc. She
is a member of Team in Training, which is sponsored
by the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society. Alexandra
raises funds on the organization’s behalf and ran a
half marathon in April. She resides at 11 Wood View
Dr., Mt. Laurel, NJ 08054; 856-912-6990; aettinger15@
yahoo.com. Susan Swann McKain teaches fifth
grade in the Kennett Consolidated School District.
She earned her master’s degree in counseling from
Wilmington College. Susan and husband Doug reside
in Lititz, Pa., and can be reached at susiemac@ptd.net.
Pamela Hodson McNamara and husband William
have one daughter. He is in technical training with 
the Pa. Department of Environmental Protection and
currently is restoring his 1973 MGB roadster. Pamela
recently earned her master’s degree. Both of them
volunteer at church. Their most memorable recent
moment is when the F-3 tornado hit their home 
in the summer of 2004, while Pamela—who was
expecting at the time—was inside. The McNamaras
reside at 20 English Dr., Palmyra, PA 17078; 717-838-
0342; pmcnamara_96@yahoo.com; mcnamara_96@
yahoo.com. Megan Matthews Michael has a son and
daughter. She earned her master’s degree in man-
agement, specializing in nonprofits, from University
of Maryland University College. Megan and husband
Todd can be contacted at 2301 Forest Hills Dr.,
Harrisburg, PA 17112; 717-541-1873; mmichael11@
comcast.net. Katherine Miller is the director of 
production management and scheduling for the 
Food Network. She can be reached at 226 Monroe
St. #1N, Hoboken, NJ 07030; 201-683-9748; katedlg@
aol.com. Crystal Mills is development and communi-
cations manager for Hospice of Lancaster County.
She serves on the board of directors of Arch St.
Center, as a Hospice patient volunteer and with 
the Sertoma Club. Crystal and husband Brad Kenyon
reside at 445 W. James St., Lancaster, PA 17603;
717-393-7172; cmills@hospiceoflancaster.org.
Melissa Mirkovich teaches fifth grade for the
Woodbridge Township (N.J.) Board of Education.
She volunteers with high school youth groups and
various young adult ministry groups, such as Hard
as Nails Ministry. Melissa fondly remembers her 
participation in World Youth Days, including an event
in Canada where she saw Pope John Paul II and 
one in Germany where she saw Pope Benedict. She
earned her middle school math certification. Melissa
can be contacted at 44 Fisher Dr., Franklin Park, NJ
08823; 732-951-0406; MAMirkovich@att.net.
Stephanie Maurer Morgan is a technical writer with
Godwin Pumps. She and her son can be reached 
at 7 Lake Side Dr., Swedesboro, NJ 08085; 609-221-
2065; etown96@yahoo.com. Jodelle Much is a sales
consultant for Patterson Dental. She volunteers with
Big Sisters of Los Angeles. Jody can be reached 
at 33 Driftwood St. #18, Marina del Rey, CA 90292;
310-382-0223; jodymuch@verizon.net. Holly Nelson
is the owner and operator of a private pediatric 
occupational therapy practice. She offers free lec-
tures and training to schools in her area of profes-
sional expertise. Holly’s successful treatment of a
child with sensory integration dysfunction was rec-
ognized in a magazine for adoptive families. She can
be reached at 3811 Crestvale Terrace, Baltimore, MD
21236; 410-661-4189; hollyberry86@hotmail.com.
Jennifer Lynn Opfer is a registered nurse in the
maternity unit at St. Clair Hospital. She earned a
bachelor’s degree in nursing and was inducted 
into Sigma Theta Tau, the nursing honors society.
Jennifer, husband Jason and their two children can
be reached at 1016 Old Washington Rd., McMurray,
PA 15317; 724-941-7671; jjopfer@adelphia.net.
Patrick Pietrefesa works for Mancini Realty. He
fondly remembers running his first marathon in
Philadelphia in 2003. Patrick can be reached at 
12 W. Holly Banks Ln., Long Beach Twp., NJ 08008;
609-492-3590; patrick@mancinirealty.com. Lena 
Poff is a recruitment specialist for Edison Schools.
She earned her master’s degree in leadership in
teaching. Lena can be contacted at 1010 B Locust
Grove Rd., York, PA 17402; 717-840-6743;
1kpoff74@hotmail.com. Jeremy Raimo is a physical
therapist at Palomar Medical Center. His fondest
recent memory is running a marathon. Jeremy can
be reached at 2978 Eden Valley Ln., Escondido, CA
92029. Amy Sargent Rice is an occupational thera-
pist with Mercer County (N.J.) Special Services
School District at Joseph Cappello School. She
enjoys teaching swim lessons to children with 
disabilities. She fondly remembers completing three
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100-mile bike rides for the Leukemia and Lymphoma
Society’s Team In Training and raising more than
$35,000. She, husband Sean and their two children
can be reached at 24 Forest Ave., Princeton, NJ
08540; 908-359-8334; ajscr@earthlink.net. Kara
Battavio Rowley teaches strings in the Harford Co.
(Md.) Public Schools. She enjoys performing in the
Susquehanna Symphony Orchestra and serves on
the Maryland Band Director’s Association Executive
Board and the Maryland Orchestra Director’s
Association Executive Board. Kara earned her 
master’s degree in music education from Towson
University. She, husband Jason and their son can 
be reached at 5311 Abbeywood Ct., Baltimore, MD
21237; 410-933-0418; kararowley@yahoo.com.
Allison Sagan is a pediatrician at Atrium Pediatrics.
She earned her doctorate of osteopathic medicine 
in 2000 and became Board Certified/Fellow of the
American Academy of Pediatrics in 2004. Allison can
be reached at 12 Honey Locust Ct., Lafayette Hill, PA
19444; 610-828-4007; allisagan@hotmail.com.
Deborah Mull Sasser is a 401k plan administrator
for Vanguard. She and husband Karl can be reached
at 347 Quaker Hill Rd., Morgantown, PA 19543; 610-
913-1314; sasser@dejazzd.com. Thomas Saurer Jr.
is a teacher for the Manheim Township (Pa.) School
District. He enjoys helping kids to love reading and
has coordinated three book-of-the-month clubs.
Thomas earned his master’s degree in curriculum
development from Wilkes University. He can be
reached at 350 Crosswinds Dr., Lititz, PA 17543;
717-625-2377; spreadingsmiles1973@dejazzd.com.
Jeneen Rutan Schlotterbeck and husband Michael ’95
have one son and can be reached at 131 Keats Pl.,
Cherry Hill, NJ 08003. Francis Schodowski is direc-
tor of development at Millersville University. In this
role, he is focusing on funding for athletic facility
renovations and working with the Business and Eco-
nomics departments and the institution’s alumni from
North Carolina, Virginia and Colorado. Francis serves
on the board of directors of Junior Achievement of
Berks County and the John Paul II Center for Special
Learning and is involved with Leadership Berks. 
He earned an M.B.A. from Alvernia College in 2003.
Francis and his two children can be contacted at 118
Shire Ln., Wernersville, PA 19565; 610-927-3704.
Jennifer Hennion Scholtz is president and majority
owner of Advantage Marketing Communications. 
She earned a master’s degree in media studies from
William Peterson University and currently is working
on her doctorate in media studies at Rutgers
University. Jennifer has received the PICA Advertising
Award for her work. She can be reached at 2 Lower
Lake West, Newton, NJ 07860; 973-948-8337; 
jhennion@advantagead.net. Denise Mastrogiovanni
Scotto left her fourth-grade classroom to be the
stay-at-home mom of her son. Denise and husband
John ’97 can be reached at 4 Riesling Ct., Marlton,
NJ 08053; denisescotto@comcast.net. Heather
Sheldon is an occupational therapist with DeKalb
County (Ga.) School System. She can be contacted at
566 Harold Ave., Atlanta, GA 30307; heathersheldon@
hotmail.com. Ian Smeltz is in quality compliance at
Cardinal Health. He can be reached at 5741 Osuna
Rd. NE-308, Albuquerque, NM 87109; 717-940-
7826; ismeltz@msn.com. Liza Hahn Smith teaches
math at Susquehanna Township (Pa.) High School.
Every year, she coordinates a Workout Against
Cancer to benefit St. Jude Children’s Hospital. She,
husband Jeff and their daughter live at 1034 Hagy
Ln., Dauphin, PA 17018; lizalhahn@aol.com. Emily
Metcalf Soriano is a physical therapist for the Good
Samaritan Hospital. She, husband Jovie and their
two daughters can be reached at 800 Stable Manor
Rd., Reisterstown, MD 21136; 410-868-3763;
emilysoriano1@yahoo.com. Cathryn Oiler Stone is 
a project manager with Navy Supply Information
Systems Activity. In 2004, she earned her M.B.A.
from Kelley School of Business at Indiana University.
Cate, husband Duane ’97 and their son live in
Dillsburg, Pa. Laura Spink Tauzin is a music thera-
pist and music teacher at Kennedy Krieger School.
She enjoys teaching music play classes and serves
as a soloist, organist and pianist in the community.
Laura has earned her master’s degree in music 
education from Towson University and her teaching
certificate from the College of Notre Dame of
Maryland. Laura, husband Mark and their daughter
can be contacted at 2 Logan Heights Rd., York, PA
17403; 717-428-0252; mnltauzin@suscom.net.
Michelle English Umstead and husband Darren have
two sons. The Umsteads can be contacted at 106
Bergen Ave., Apex, NC 27502; 919-303-2579; 
dumstead@nc.rr.com. Elizabeth Heiser Velkly
and husband Eric have two sons. The family can be
reached at 41 Arrowhead Dr., Lititz, PA 17543; 717-
625-4882; edvelkly@dejazzd.com. Heather Jacobson
Watkins is a senior accountant for Omnicare. 
She and husband Paul can be reached at 2212

Locust Rd., Morton, PA 19070; 610-583-0592;
HeatherWatkins@comcast.net. Jeannette Visco
Wesseldyke is a speech language pathologist at 
St. Joseph’s Regional Medical Center and Valley
Home Care. She served as deacon at her church for
two years and continues to support the membership/
outreach committee and other church activities.
Jeannette earned her master’s degree in speech
pathology from Montclair State in 2003. She and
husband Joel can be reached at 1123 Linwood Ave.,
Ridgewood, NJ 07450; 201-652-2535; jawesseldyke@
hotmail.com. John Wolf is a project manager with
GSC|Kleinfelder. He enjoys surfing, fishing and
mountain biking. John and his son can be reached at
986 Sipp Ave., Medford, NY 11763; 631-447-2115;
jwolfgt@aol.com. Jayanna Kopp Yeakle is a municipal
bid specialist for Univar USA Inc. She enjoys deco-
rating her 1700s farmhouse. Jayanna volunteers at
Zion Lutheran Church and with the Executive Women’s
Golf Association. She, husband Scott and their son
can be reached at 2205 Colebrook Rd., Middletown,
PA 17057; 717-944-1087; sky@pga.com. Barbara
Turnbaugh Zapotok is a therapist. She recently
earned her master’s degree in clinical psychology
from Millersville University. She and husband Doug
can be reached at bstlan@aol.com. Stephen
Zimmerman is director of bands at Northwestern
High School. He fondly remembers his recent trip 
to Yosemite National Park. Stephen earned his mas-
ter’s degree in conducting from Southern Oregon
University and was inducted as a member of Phi
Beta Mu in 2005. He, wife Katherine Savare
Zimmerman ’93 and their daughter can be reached 
at 115 Punchbrook Rd., Burlington, CT 06013; 
860-675-3546; zimm25@hotmail.com. 

Class of ’97 
Rebecca Struble Degan is worship and music 
director at Forest Hills Mennonite Church. John
Scotto (See Reunion Class of ’96). Duane Stone
(See Reunion Class of ’96). Anitra Yusinski and
Shawn McShea were married on September 24,
2005. Anitra is dean of students at the University 
of Scranton. The couple resides in Mountaintop, Pa. 

Class of ’98 
Kelli Bankard earned her doctor of pharmacy degree
from the University of Maryland in May 2005. Scott
Fedezko and Jessica Tyminski ’01 were married
September 4, 2005. Scott is assistant branch manager
at Commerce Bank. Jessica is an associate clinical
director for Keystone Service Systems Southeast.
The couple resides in Sicklerville, N.J. (See photo 
on page 19.) Michael Hoffman is an investment 
consultant at Conrad Siegel Investment Advisors Inc.
in Harrisburg, Pa. He is a chartered financial analyst
and has earned a master’s degree in finance from
The Sellinger School of Business and Management 
at Loyola College. Susan Ittleson is quality clinician
with Community Care Behavioral Health Organi-
zation. She can be reached at 2224 Wexford Rd.,
Palmyra, PA 17078-9260; 717-533-3023; Smile76@
aol.com. Cory Loudenslager specializes in the prac-
tice of workers’ compensation insurance defense at
the firm of Hamberger & Weiss. He can be reached
at 824 E. Main St., East Aurora, NY 14052; 703-508-
8279; corylesq@aol.com. Melissa Zeigler Morgan

(See Reunion Class of
’91). J. Kevin Yardley
married Melissa in July
2004. In 2005, the cou-
ple welcomed their first
child, Jack. Kevin works
at Center City Film &
Video. The family lives
in Wilmington, Del.
Cindy Bock Zeigler is
lead evaluation group 
at Bristol Myers Squibb

in Hopewell, N.J. In June 2005, she earned her 
master’s degree in pharmacology from Thomas
Jefferson University.

Class of ’99 
Andrea Walton Garcia and husband Tony announce
the birth of their daughter, Olivia Pauline, on January
18, 2006. Courtney Koons and Danny Bilodeau Jr.
were married November 26, 2005. Courtney teaches
at South Western High School. The couple resides 
in York, Pa. Mark Powell (See Reunion Class of ’01).
Andrew Segura (See Reunion Class of ’01). Scott
Tucci owns an optometry practice in Elverson, Pa.
He and wife Andrea welcomed their first son, Dylan
Giovanni, on July 18, 2005. Kathryn Wasylyszyn and
John Cuocolo were married on July 15, 2005. She

teaches first grade at St. John the Beloved school.
The couple lives in Wilmington, Del. 

Class of ’00 
Kristen Kern Boyle and husband Jon welcomed 
son, Liam Anthony, on September 17, 2005. Randall
Covard and Courtney Tripp were married July 23,
2005. Randall is a purchasing estimator at Ryland
Homes. The couple lives in Alpharetta, Ga. Ryan
Heishman and Schyler Reese were married August 27,
2005. Ryan—who earned his master’s degree from
Drexel University—is employed by Allen Distribution.
The couple lives in Enola, Pa. Jennifer Jacobellis
and Rob Klemm were married July 31, 2004. Jen
teaches second grade and earned her master’s
degree from Manhattanville College. The Klemms 
live in Norwalk, Conn. Erin Kirchmer authored a
book titled “A Lesson Manual for Teaching Science
Laboratory Safety,” that was published by The
Laboratory Safety Institute. A research science
teacher at Morristown High School, she also was
featured in the Morris County (N.J.) Daily Record
regarding the completion of her life goal of visiting
all seven continents with a recent visit to Antarctica.
Kathleen Maynard Kuo ’00 (See Reunion Class of ’01).
William Maichle was promoted to senior vice presi-
dent of product development and technical opera-
tions for ProEthic Pharmaceuticals Inc. in Charlotte,
N.C. In this position, he oversees all aspects of the
company’s branded product development. ShaunJude
McCoach and Tara Wolfe ’02 were married October 15,
2005. The couple resides in Elizabethtown, Pa. 
(See photo on page 19.) Matthew McGough joined
Province Bank as manager of mortgage operations.
Christopher Romig was promoted to residential mort-
gage banker at Susquehanna Bank. In this position, he
assists customers with the home ownership process.
Brian Schopf (See Reunion Class of ’01). Dina Sena
and Christopher Viebrock were married September 10,
2005. Dina works at ADP in Parsippany, N.J. Doug
Timm (See Reunion Class of ’01). Melissa Mattox
Wohlsen was promoted to associate attorney at 
Pyfer & Reese PC. In this role, she practices in the
firm’s social security and civil department.

Reunion Class of ’01 
Jonathan Fortin, head coach for the Scituate-
Cohasset High School swim team, was featured in
the Scituate Mariner. Heather Jacoby can be reached
at 1735 Potomac Ave., Pittsburgh, PA 15216; 412-
860-0560; greybeh@gmail.com. Megan McSpadden
Jollett is the assignment manager for FOX45 in

Baltimore, Md., which was named station of the year
in 2004. On July 30, 2005, she married Tim. (See
photo on page 19.) The Jolletts can be reached at
8524 Rhuddlan Rd., Baltimore, MD 21236; 443-421-
1604; mjollett@sbgnet.com. Laura Whetstone Jones
is an English as a second language teacher in the
Cumberland Valley School District. She and husband
Matt can be reached at 115 Milky Way Dr., Shippens-
burg, PA 17257; 717-530-1811; lksmiles@hotmail.com.
Jennifer Kalweit teaches fourth grade in the
Broward County (Fla.) Schools. She earned her mas-
ter’s degree in educational psychology from State
University of New York-Albany. Jennifer can be
reached at 2208 NW 39th Ave., Coconut Creek, FL
33066; 954-917-3548; kalweitj@hotmail.com.
Gregory Kasmer is a graduate student at the
University of Michigan, to which he earned a dean’s
scholarship. He recently volunteered for an orphan-
age in Lima, Peru, and Hershey Medical Center. Greg
can be reached at 436 Kellogg St. Apt. #127, Ann
Arbor, MI 48105; gkasmer@umich.edu. Tony Hung-
Chang Kuo is a senior sales consultant for T-Mobile.
Tony and wife Kathleen Maynard Kuo ’00 can be
reached at 1081 Ballyshannon Dr., Elizabethtown, PA
17022; 717-361-1870; tonykuo@comcast.net. Julie
Landis is a technical aid for MRI of York. She is
enrolled in a sonography program at the Lancaster
General College of Nursing and Health Science. Julie
can be reached at 957 N. Duke St. Apt. 2, York, PA
17404; 717-318-6498; julsls@aol.com. Alycia
Laureti is a research analyst for the Pennsylvania
House of Representatives. She earned her master’s
degree in public administration from Shippensburg
University in 2002 and was inducted into Pi Sigma
Alpha. Alycia volunteers her support to political 
campaigns. She can be reached at 4935 Wynnewood
Rd., Harrisburg, PA 17109; 717-540-1971; lauretiam@
hotmail.com. Brian Leonhard was named commander
of the Pennsylvania Army National Guard’s 213th
Area Support Group. He has been awarded the
Meritorious Service Medal, the Army Commendation
Medal and the Army Achievement Medal. Megan
Luhrs is a graphic designer with Arbonne Inter-
national. Her interests include print and Web design,
writing and event planning. Megan can be reached at
306 Coronado, Newport Beach, CA 92661; mluhrs@
ptd.net. Athena Shearer Maur and husband Eric
recently had their first child, a son. The Maurs can
be reached at 9004 Bluebay Ln., Pensacola, FL
32506; 808-284-2083; sheareal@yahoo.com.
Jessica Simpson Meerholz teaches first grade for
Harford County (Md.) Board of Education. She and
husband Brad can be reached at 552 Kirkcaldy Way,
Abingdon, MD 21009; 410-569-4914; simpsojl@

William Bova ’88

Growing with Pennsylvania’s Cable Network

Thirteen years ago, people told William Bova ’88 that he was crazy to leave an established
station in a top 40 media market for the fledging Pennsylvania Cable Network (PCN).

Looking back, he remembers arriving on his first day as the network’s new political reporter
and finding his new professional home in a renovated dentist’s
office. “At least every office had a sink,” he jokes. It was from
these offices that he and four other network employees began
the process of growing PCN into “Pennsylvania’s network.” 

Bova remembers PCN’s first big break in establishing its
niche in Pennsylvania politics: the 1994 impeachment proceed-
ing of Pennsylvania Supreme Court Justice Rolf Larsen. Not
having the ability to feed a live signal at the time, Bova recorded
the proceeding on tape and couriered the tapes back to the net-
work for airing. “We were broadcasting the proceedings about
two or three hours behind what was actually happening,” he
remembers. “Despite that, people took notice, as we were doing
something truly unique in state political reporting. This put us
on the map, particularly with the political community.”

During his tenure, Bova has seen the rise of many household
names in Pennsylvania politics. He particularly remembers covering the gubernatorial cam-
paign of a relatively unknown U.S. Congressman from Erie named Tom Ridge. “After a while,
Tom would jokingly pull his shirt tail up so that I could run a mic up his shirt,” he recalls. 

Today, Bova is the vice president of programming for PCN. “It has been gratifying to be
one of the people who has shaped the direction of the network,” he says from the network’s
all-digital facility in Camp Hill, Pa. “When I started, no one really knew who we were. Now, 
I rarely run into someone who hasn’t heard of PCN. I’m proud that we’ve been able to pro-
vide people with a service that they appreciate. And, I’m pleased that as a network we contin-
uously strive to move to the next level.”

In addition to broadcasting live from the Pennsylvania Capitol, PCN has a host of pro-
gramming designed to give all Pennsylvanians direct access to all three branches of their state
government. Staffed by 35 full-time professionals and a significant freelance network, PCN
has grown into the preeminent state public affairs network in the nation, and is one of the
largest regional cable television news organizations in America. The network not only offers
public affairs programming, but also a provides a variety of shows that profile Pennsylvania
businesses and cultural and historical sites; live coverage of significant high school sporting
events; and call-in programming featuring notable Pennsylvanians.

Elizabethtown College

Kevin Yardley ’98 and 
wife Melissa pose with their
son, Jack.

William Bova ’88
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prodigy.net. Jacqueline Michaels earned her mas-
ter’s degree in physical therapy from Stockton State
College. She is working at the University Medical
Center of Princeton, N.J. Michele Miller and Thomas
LoBianco were married on October 29, 2005. Michele
is a music therapist at Living Unlimited. The couple
resides in York, Pa. Tara Stern Moore is an instruc-
tor at the University of Delaware. She has earned
teaching assistantships and the University Disser-
tation Fellowship. Tara fondly remembers hiking the
red rocks of Sedona, Ariz., and standing on top of
Glastonbury Tor in England. She and husband Daniel
can be reached at 58 High St., Felton, PA 17322.
Angela Moyer is an occupational therapist with
Easter Seals and Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia.
She enjoys spending time with young adults, particu-
larly in her role as youth pastor at the Rockhill
Mennonite Church. Angela was credentialed in youth
ministry. She can be reached at 3100 Meetinghouse
Rd., Telford, PA 18969; 215-721-4047; moyer1218@
hotmail.com. Jared Ness is a sales manager for
Cintas, which named him sales rookie of the year in
2002 and platinum-level sales representative in 2003
and 2005. His wife, Lindy Fairfax Ness, is in market-
ing for Commerce Bank. The Ness family can be
reached at 1035 Cherimaya St., York, PA 17404.
Jared also can be contacted at 717-515-5861 or
jaredlness@yahoo.com and Lindy at 717-968-9004
or lindy.ness@commercepc.com. Kami Nicholson
teaches eighth-grade science in the Bermudian
Springs School District. She can be reached at 
136 F St., Carlisle, PA 17013; 717-243-9034; nicholke@
hotmail.com. Timothy Oswald was named head
coach of the Rutgers-Camden University men’s 
soccer program. Joanna Rising Patterson is a new
accounts specialist with American Financial Group.
She and husband Thomas can be reached at 271 S.
Devon Ave., Wayne, PA 19087; 610-688-8787; 
patterson_jbp@msn.com. Jasmin Guadalupe Perry
is a school psychologist in the Howard County (Md.)
Public School System. She earned her master’s
degree in school psychology from Millersville
University and her national certification in school
psychology. On July 2, 2005, Jasmin married Jeffrey.
She volunteers teaching Sunday school at Hope
Community Church. The Perrys can be reached 
at 125 Willowdale Dr. #23, Frederick, MD 21702; 
301-992-2013; guadalja@hotmail.com. Laurie Price
is a federal contract analyst for Dade Behring. On
October 8, 2005, she married Mark Powell ’99. (See
photo on page 19.) The Powells can be reached at
222 Delaware St. Apt 202, New Castle, DE 19720;
302-355-0410; lppowell@gmail.com. Sarah Reeser
enjoys singing, quilting and rowing. Her fondest
recent memory is working for a short time as a chil-
dren’s librarian. She can be reached at P.O. Box 251,
Richfield, PA 17086; 717-694-0210; sreeser1979@
earthlink.net. Kelly Rombach works in sales for UPS.
She can be reached at 127 Oaklea Rd., Harrisburg,
PA 17110; 717-649-5488; krombach@ups.com.
Susan Rossetter is a recruiter for Kelly Services. 
She volunteers with the March of Dimes. Susan
earned her master’s degree in industrial-organiza-
tional psychology. She can be reached at 220 E.
Summit Ave. C-28, Telford, PA 18969; 215-514-

7370; susan_rossetter@kellyservices.com. Marissa
Rote is an occupational therapist on the traumatic
brain injury and general rehabilitation teams at the
Miami Valley Hospital. She enjoys playing violin with
a university/community orchestra. Marissa volun-
teers with the Drive Alive program and as a coordi-
nator of an annual rehabilitation awareness fair at the
hospital. Marissa can be reached at 4120 LeFevre
Dr., Kettering, OH 45429; 937-648-4325; mlrmarissa@
gmail.com. Joseph Rupp is an environmental safety
and health analyst/trainer for BMT Designers &
Planners. In 2004, he earned a master’s degree 
in environmental science from Marshall University.
Joseph and wife Stephanie can be reached at 13288
Poener Pl., Herndon, VA 20170; 703-689-0598;
joseph_rupp@yahoo.com. Amie Summers Schopf,
husband Brian ’00 and their son can be reached at
114 S. Orchard Ave., Kennett Square, PA 19348;
610-388-8029; amieschopf@hotmail.com. Jennifer
Gallo Scott volunteers her time with various church
activities. She, husband Daniel and their two sons
can be reached at 406 Degler Ave., Leesport, PA
19533. Kelly Perrine Segura is a teacher in the 
West York Area School District. On September 10,
2005, she married Andrew ’99. The Seguras can be
reached at 12 Aspen Dr., Etters, PA 17319; 717-579-
3193; k_perrine@hotmail.com. Stephanie Delfosse
Shubert teaches math in the Central Dauphin School
District. Currently, she is working on a master’s degree
in teaching and curriculum at The Pennsylvania State
University. Stephanie and husband Alex can be
reached at 111 Meadowbrook Ln., Elizabethtown, PA
17022; 717-669-0599; saintpatrick317@aol.com.
John Smelter is a mechanic for Norfolk Southern
Railroad. He enjoys outdoor activities, pottery and
travel. John can be reached at smelterjp@hotmail.com.
Valerie Strickhouser Snare is an occupational thera-
pist at In-Sync Rehab. She, husband Scott and their
daughter can be reached at 31 Bonnie Ct., Hanover,
PA 17331; 717-632-3596; otval01@yahoo.com.
Angela Sneeringer is a chemist with Lancaster 
Labs. She enjoys knitting and supporting local
music. Angela and her significant other, Casey
Kraynak, have one daughter. They can be reached 
at 504 Appalachian Ave., Mechanicsburg, PA 17055;
717-691-8223; sneeria@hotmail.com. Jessica
Phillips Timm is a kindergarten special education
teacher for the state of Delaware. Since graduation,
she earned her master’s degree in elementary special
education and has been named teacher of the year
for the Meadowood Program. Jessica and husband
Doug ’00 can be reached at 8 Walnut Dr., Lincoln
University, PA 19352; 484-667-8214; ilene29@
hotmail.com. Matthew Timmins is a teacher in the
Central Bucks School District. He earned his master’s
of education degree from Wilkes University. Matt
enjoys coaching high school basketball, flag football
leagues and taking trips to Philadelphia and volun-
teers a great deal of time with school-related organi-
zations. He can be reached at 385 E. Hector St.,
Conshohocken, PA 19428; 215-896-2370; mtimmins@
cbsd.org. Andrew Tirney is a 401k specialist for
Merrill Lynch. Since graduation, he has earned his
National Association of Securities Dealers (NASD)
Series 7 and 66 licenses. Andrew volunteers with 

the United Way and the Trenton Area Soup Kitchen.
On September 24, 2005, he married Dina Jingoli
Tirney ’02. The Tirneys can be reached at 15 Kyle
Way, Ewing, NJ 08628. Sarah Trite is a graduate
assistant and full-time student at Penn State
Harrisburg. She is pursuing an M.B.A. and a master’s
degree in information systems. Sarah was inducted
into the business honor society Beta Gamma Sigma
in April 2005. She can be reached at 423 North Star
Dr., Harrisburg, PA 17112; 717-877-1954; setrite@
comcast.net. Jessica Tyminski (See Class of ’98.)
Ryan Unger is a senior program analyst at SEDA-
COG. He volunteers in leadership positions with Big
Brothers Big Sisters of Central Susquehanna Valley
and Pennsylvania Young Professionals and with the
United Way, Area Library Board and as deacon at his
church. Ryan has received several awards for profes-
sional excellence. He can be reached at 965 Reagan
St., Sunbury, PA 17801; 570-286-6699; ryan.unger@
verizon.net. Charles “Chaz” Vennie is a personal
care assistant for The Vista School. He enjoys coach-
ing soccer, hiking and biking. Charles can be reached
at 1739 Susquehanna St., Harrisburg, PA 17102;
717-991-7323; cvennie@hotmail.com. Angie Vespa
is the vice president of Green Mountain Environ-
mental Services. For four years, she has been the
silent auction director for the annual golf invitational
that benefits the King Street Youth Center. Angie can
be reached at P.O. Box 598, Richmond, VT 05477;
802-373-3313; angie@aimgroupvt.com. Gabriella
Clarke Wegman is a math teacher at Exeter
Township (Pa.) High School. She is working on her
master’s degree in classroom technology. Gabriella
coaches junior high volleyball. She and husband
Todd had their first child, daughter Carolina, in June
2004. They can be reached at 4305 Crosswicks Dr.,
Reading, PA 19605; 610-921-5661; gabriellaclarke@
hotmail.com. Toni Ingerto Wengerd teaches in the
Wyomissing Area School District. In 2004, she
earned her master’s degree in reading and became 
a certified reading specialist. Toni enjoys teaching
piano and volunteers at her church with the young
adult church service. She and husband Andrew can
be reached at 103 Franklin St., Shillington, PA 19607;
610-777-5228; ingertth@netzero.net. Leanna
Whetstone was named sales and marketing 
manager of The Hershey Company for Hershey’s
Chocolate World. She also teaches part-time at
Sylvan Learning Centers of Palmyra and Lancaster,
Pa., and is working on her master’s degree in teach-
ing and curriculum. Leanna volunteers with the 
E-town Relay for Life and at the Lancaster County
Bible Church. She can be reached at 1989 Shady Oak
Dr. Apt. 22, Mount Joy, PA 17552; 717-940-6989;
leanna.whetstone@gmail.com. 

Class of ’02 
Jaclyn Casey Bonner served as an United Way
Loaned Executive for her employer, Lockheed Martin
IS&S. In this position she managed a $2.8 million
portfolio of workplace giving campaigns for the
United Way of Southeastern Pennsylvania. Jaclyn
recently returned to her position at Lockheed Martin

IS&S as training and development representative.
She is pursuing a master’s degree from The
Pennsylvania State University-Great Valley. Claire
DeVere and Robert Johns recently were married.
Claire is employed by Lockheed Martin. The couple
lives in King of Prussia, Pa. Heather Gillespie
Hershey and husband Curt welcomed their first
child, Alyssa Love, on March 8, 2006. Michelle
Lauer moved to the King of Prussia, Pa., area and 
is working for GSI Commerce as online business
coordinator for several sporting goods Web sites,
include Dick’s Sporting Goods. She can be reached
at lauerm@gsicommerce.com. Elizabeth Lutz and
Brian Rutkowski ’03 were married May 14, 2005.
Elizabeth is employed at Family Service of Rhode
Island, Providence. Brian is employed at The Groden
Center. The couple lives in Pawtucket, R.I. Tara
Wolfe (See Class of ’00). Josalyn Perehinec and
Cory Moskowitz ’04 were married July 8, 2005. 
(See photo on page 19.) Beth Purcell and Brad
Confer ’03 were married on July 2, 2005. (See photo
on page 19.) Dina Jingoli Tirney (See Reunion
Class of ’01). 

Class of ’03 
Brad Confer (See Class of ’02). Sara English and
Phillip Fedako were married on October 22, 2005.
Sara is an occupational therapist at Bryn Mawr
Rehab Hospital. Phil is an actuarial analyst for United
Health Group. The couple resides in Collegeville, Pa.
(See photo on page 19.) Alexandra Pursley is finish-
ing her master’s degree in physician assistant stud-
ies at Philadelphia University. Brian Rutkowski 
(See Class of ’02). Gregory Wimmer—the coach 
of Central York High School’s first swim team—was
featured in the York Dispatch. He and Rebecca
Sheaffer ’05 were married December 5, 2005.
Rebecca teaches at Spring Grove Area School
District. The couple lives in York, Pa. 

Class of ’04 
Elizabeth Metzger presented an exhibition of her fine
art nature photograph titled “Secret Garden” at The
Gallery at the Tamaqua Art Center. Cory Moskowitz
(See Class of ’02). Scot Pitzer—a reporter at The
Gettysburg Times—was recognized with two first-
place awards from the Pennsylvania Associated
Press of Managing Editors. His series titled
“Gettysburg Gamble” was recognized in the inves-
tigative journalism category and “Carriers Deliver” 
in the features category. Dennis Sutterfield 
(See Reunion Class of ’91).

Class of ‘05
Sarah Fellon and Jeremy Hoffman were married 
July 2, 2005. Sarah is employed as a sales consult-
ant at Gowns by Design. Andrew Kelley was hired as
an information technology assistant at C.S. Davidson
Inc. Rebecca Sheaffer (See Class of ’03). Mark
Wisniewski teaches English at Exeter High School 
in Exeter, Pa. 

Don’t Miss the 10th Anniversary
Poole Blue Jay Open Golf Tournament
Lebanon Country Club and Royal Oaks Golf Club

Monday, October 9, 2006 (Rain or Shine)
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Join the fun and support Blue Jay Athletics.
Individual registrations now being accepted online at www.etownalumni.com/BlueJayOpen.

Sponsorship opportunities available.

Register early, as we expect to sell out for this special anniversary event.

9 – 10:30 a.m. Registration
10:45 a.m. Tee-Off

Cost is $150 per golfer, which includes round of golf,
cart, lunch on the course, dinner, gifts and prizes.

Contact: Yonnie Kauffman, associate athletics director, with questions at (717) 361-1138 or kauffmye@etown.edu



Wedding Celebrations 

Attending the October 2005 wedding of Mark Powell ’99 and Laurie Price ’01
were: (back row, l–r) Eli Vaughan ’01, Jose Riofrio ’03, Christopher Ghiorzi ’99,
Myra Partridge ’01, Steven Iwanowski ’01, Paul Pierce ’99, groom and bride,
Daniel Hicks, Douglas Mangels ’01, Stephen Borst ’00, Michael Cifone ’01,
Leslie Stillings ’01, Jason Gardner ’99, (middle row, l–r): Sam Lannigan,
Heather Neylon ’99, Elizabeth Kohler ’01, Christopher Turner ’98, Karen
Cashin ’99, Aybike Doganci Crott ’99, (front row, l–r): Angela Vespa ’01,
Rubaiya Ahmed Iwanowski ’02, Tracy Parker ’01, Amanda Haines Beamer ’01
and Jennifer Smith Coyne ’01.

Laurie Melson Jentes ’96 and
husband J. Eric on their 
wedding day. Krista Beach ’96 and Randy Bevan on

their wedding day. 

Several Blue Jays attended the July 2005 wedding of Megan
McSpadden ’01 and Tim Jollett, including (l–r): Douglas Timm ‘00,
Jessica Phillips Timm ’01, Denise Heller ’99, Timothy Oswald ’01,
bride and groom, Jasmin Guadalupe Perry ’01 and Nicole
Alishusky Ehrhart ’01.

Joining Josalyn Perehinec ’02 and Cory Moskowitz ’04 at their July 2005 wedding were
(kneeling l–r) Adam Brophy ’03, Daniel Bogrette ’03, Chris Moy ’04, Brian Sipe ’05, 
(standing l–r) Jim Hilton ’66, Corey Grissinger Jusko ’02, Ken Jusko ’00, Stacy Hagaman ’03,
groom and bride, Crystal Brubaker ’02, Maggie Farber ’04, Jess Smith ’05 and Dorothy
Troutman ’80. 

The following alumni attended the wedding of Sara English ’03 and Phil 
Fedako ’03 (front row): (second row, l–r) Amy Riddle ’03, Elizabeth Angeloni ’03,
Megan Robinson ’05, Dave Naphy ’04, Andrew Geiselman ’03, Scot Pitzer ’04,
(third row, l–r) Buddy Touchinsky, Crystal Chirdon ’03, Susie Martin Touchinsky ’00,
Kelly Fedako Reiff ’00, Amy Ashton ’04, Andrew Dipiano ’03, Matt McClendon ’03,
Brian Holton ’02, Laura Sunday Holton ’03, Keri Walkowiak ’03, Timothy
Fogelsanger ’03, Alicia Dugan ’03, Kate Howell ’03 and Chris Bowen-Ashwin ’03.

The following Elizabethtown alumni and faculty members celebrated the
September 2005 wedding of Scott Fedezko ’98 and Jessica Tyminski ’01:
(standing l–r) Zachary Tyminski ’05, Matthew Simon ’05, Bridget Thompson ’03,
Kelly Gray ’03, groom, Tim Oswald ’01, Denise Heller ’99, Jamie Cook ’04,
Marissa Thomas ’03, (seated l–r) Carroll Tyminski, bride and Katie Tyminski.

ShaunJude McCoach ’00 and Tara Wolfe ’02 are congratulated by a host of Blue Jays on
their wedding day. 

Several Blue Jays celebrated the July 2005 wedding of Beth
Purcell ’02 and Brad Confer ’03, including (front row, l–r) Robert
Bozart ’07, Emilie Confer ’07, Barb Aucker, (second row, l–r) Justin
Valenti, Kyle Cooper, groom and bride, Denise Gannon ’03, Heather
Gingrich ’02, (third row, l–r) Thomas Purcell ’75, John Rockel ’75,
Kim Boback Petrosky ’99, Ric Petrosky ’01, Lois Christiansen
Roderick ’78, Arthur “Skip” Roderick ’74 and Matt Osterlich. 



One Alpha Drive
Elizabethtown, PA 17022-2298

www.etown.edu

The Elizabethtown College 

October 28 –30, 2006

Call Alumni Relations at 800-877-2604 for a full brochure 
and reservation information.

Elizabethtown College’s Jazz Band Director
Grant Moore invites all alumni jazz band mem-
bers to return for the First Alumni Jazz Band
Reunion Concert, which will be held 
during the 2006 Homecoming weekend.
Professor of Music Emeritus Otis Kitchen has
agreed to be part of this exciting event.

Alumni will meet and rehearse on the evening
of Friday, October 20 and the morning of
Saturday, October 21. On Saturday afternoon,
the group will make their public debut at the
College’s Choral Showcase. 

This event also will serve as our kick-off for 
the Jazz Band/Choir Performance Tour to
Hawaii in January 2007. Alumni are being 
invited to accompany the jazz band and choir
for this unforgettable trip to paradise.

For more information, contact Grant Moore
at mooreg@etown.edu or 717-361-1114.

Launch your long weekend in the Hudson Valley with a luxurious lunch at the
famous Culinary Institute of America, followed by a tour of the historic home of
Franklin D. Roosevelt in Hyde Park. View the same Hudson River vistas shared by
four generations of Rockefellers during the tour of their art-filled estate “Kykuit.” Tour
the U.S. Military Academy at West Point with lunch on campus at the restored Hotel
Thayer. Relive the “Gilded Age” in the Vanderbilt Mansion, built and decorated in
1898 in the Beaux-Arts style. Enjoy a taste of the classic choice among top Hudson
Valley resorts with a visit and lunch at The Mohonk Mountain House; this grand
261-room lake-side Victorian Castle dates from 1869 and is set in thousands of
acres of pristine forest. Ride through “Sleepy Hollow Country” and hear those local
legends penned by Washington Irving … Boo! It’s almost Halloween!

Your TraveLearning Adventures package includes:
• Private charter transportation
• Two nights hotel accommodations
• Guided tours and admission to all sites
• Daily hotel breakfast, three lunches and three dinners

Celebrate Jazz, Remember the Best of Times

Elizabethtown College’s First
Alumni Jazz Band Reunion Concert


